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The Wonderful Love 


Even as the Father hath loved me, I also have loved you: 
abide ye in my love.—John 15:9 


By Edward A. Collier 


O TONGUE can tell, no mind conceive 
The Father’s love, O Lord, for Thee! 
Yet Thou dost bid my heart believe 
That thus Thou lovest even me. 


Before the world was formed of old, 

The Father’s.wondrous love was Thine ; 
And thus, from age to age untold, 

Thy love, O Saviour, hath been mine. 


Thy Father’s love! none can express 

Its length and breadth, its depth and height; 
None tell its wealth of tenderness 

For One so precious in His sight. 


Yet thus Thou lovest even me 
And all who will on Thee rely. 

O depth profound! O shoreless sea! 
O love beyond the unfathomed sky! 


Thus having loved us, Saviour, Friend, 
This shall our joy and comfort be— 
That Thou wilt love us to the end 
As thine own Father loveth Thee. 


KinpERHOOK, N. Y. 


Straight Talk on Tcbacco 


Women’s tirades against tobacco do not carry 
much weight with the average smoker. Nor do the 
charges of its harmful effects made by those whose 
opinions are dismissed as prejudiced, unfoanded, and 
extreme. But fair-minded men ought to be ready to con- 
sider statements of scientific fact presented by a trained 
and scholarly investigator. When one of the leading 
physicians and nerve-specialists of the United States, 
for example, states that the effect of tobacco upon the 
heart and blood-vessels has been proved to be that of 
an active poison ; that tobacco is responsible for arterial 
degeneration in those long habituated to its excessive 
use, and interferes with the proper function of both 
lungs and heart, finally paralyzing their central nerves; 
that it acts upon the nerve-centers, brain, and spinal 
cord ; that it has a powerfully depressing effect upon 
the nerves of motion ; and that its chronic effects are 











to induce a poison-congestion of the brain, spinal 
cord, and end nerves in heart, lungs, muscles, and 
skin, —it would seem that the rather positive disfavor 
with: which some men and women view the use of 





tobacco is not so unfounded, after all. These facts, 
and many others, are given elsewhere in this issue by 
Dr. L. Pierce Clark, the well-known neurologist. The 
chief excuse for using tobacco is that it is so soothing ! 
The process of degeneration usually is. 


x 
Rising Highest at Home 


Those whom we love most often have to put up 
with us at our worst. It is in the home, among those 
whom we love dearer than life, that we usually give 
our ill-temper and pettiness and rudeness and selfish- 
ness and other bad habits fullest play. And it is a 
shameful thing that this is so. If our Christianity is 
to be used only among acquaintances and strangers, 
and on dress parade at public gatherings and church 
services, what is it really worth, to us or to anybody 
else? Writing on ‘‘ The Disciple at Home,’’ Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan has said, ‘‘ No service for God is of 
any value which is contradicted by the life at home."’ 
If our Christianity is not equal to the task of the com- 
monplace routine of home life, it is not Christianity 
at all. Our best-loved ones are entitled to the best 
of ourselves that we, in the power of Christ, can give 


them. 
ax 
Ignoring Our Moods 


Moods may be the most dangerous enemy we 
can have, Or they may be a gymnasium for the de- 
velopment of our best powers. Where our moods 
come from, and why, is an entirely unimportant ques- 
tion. What we propose to do with them is a ques- 
tion that determines a large part of the usefulness of 
our lives. A series of irritating and unexpected hap- 
penings, just at a time when one.had hoped to do a 
special piece of work, is likely to leave him in such a 
state of mind, or mood, that he feels powerless to do 


& 


anything but grumble. If he lets the mood dominate 
until something else comes along to turn his atten- 
tion and put him into a more agreeable frame of mind, 
he is, for the time being, about as morally creditable 
and effective a part of the world as is an autumn leaf 
that has been blown off its twig into a stream and that 
floats or whirls helplessly in the current. If, on the 
other hand, he resolutely takes up the present duty 
in a fixed determination to ignore his mood and act 
as though he were feeling cheerful instead of ‘‘sore,"’ 
the mood will pass twice as quickly, and will be pow- 
erless to work harm or hindrance even while it lasts. 
And the mood-defying soul will remind one more of 
the ‘‘Lusitania’’ cutting through an ocean storm 
than the overpowered autumn leaf. Men were meant 
to be masters of their moods, 


x 
The Mirror for Our Faults 


No man can be trusted to discover his own worst 
faults by examining himself. But he can pretty safely 
find them if he notes what it is in others that most 
arouses his indignation and intolerance, The faults 
in others that we most condemn are usually our own 
greatest weaknesses. Thus the man with whom no one 
can co-operate with any degree of comfort or profit, 
because he is so set in the conviction that his opinion 
is the only opinion, talks blusteringly and contemp- 
tuously about the ‘‘cock-sureness’’ of his neighbor. 
The woman who is never happy unless she is the cen- 
ter of attraction bitterly condemns other women for 
always trying to monopolize things. We literally 
reveal our worst selves in our denunciation of others. 
Wise is the man who, recognizing this truth, not only 
refrains from such denunciation, but takes every such 
prompting within himself as a direct warning that the 
fault he dislikes is his own personal danger. This is 
a surer and easier method of self-improver.snt than 
any other method of self-examination. 


Getting Outside Church Walls 


OW is the church to reach, with the gospel, those 
who do not go to church? Of such, in Amer- 
ica alone, there are over forty millions. To 

the Christian church their need is a bugle call. 

For the first obligation of the Christian church is to 
take the gospel to men and women who are not 
Christians. However efficient the ministry of the 
Christian church may be within church buildings, it 
falls far short of its possibilities if it does not lead to 
the persistent preaching of the gospel to the multi- 
tudes outside the churches. We cannot too often 
or too forcefully remind ourselves that the one supreme 
task which Christ has given his church is the publish- 
ing of his message to all men. 

And there are strong indications that the Christian 
church is being moved to take the gospel to the 
multitudes who do not enter church buildings to hear 
it. Reports of recent summer activities indicate that 
an increased number of churches have held gospel 
services on'lawns adjacent to church buildings. In 
several large cities, vigorous outdoor gospel cam- 
paigns have been conducted by representatives of the 
organized Christian church. In Philadelphia, the 
Presbyterian Church in particular has waged an ag- 
gressive warfare, In New York, more outdoor evangel- 
istic meetings have been held than during any past 
summer. 

These are heartening signs, for, to the extent 
that the church takes the gospel to the millions who 
have not yet heard it or received it, the church may 
expect recruits. The need of the more than forty 


millions who are outside all the Christian churches in 
America is a distinct call to the. entire ‘Christian 
It is a call to 


church to go forth with its message. 





the church to have faith in God ; to have faith in the 
power of the gospel ; to have faith in the promise of 
the co-operation of the Spirit of God. 

In every great city, in every village and country 
district, opportunities abound for outdoor evangelistic 
meetings. For the persistent conduct of such meet- 
ings the responsibility rests on the organized Chris- 
tian church. It is the fundamental, primary, essen- 
tial work of the Christian church. If Christian 
churches neglect to take the gospel to the,people, 
then responsibility for the alienation of the people 
from the churches will rest on the churches that have 
a name to live, but are dead. Whenever the Spirit 
of God is in control in the lives of those who profess 
to love Christ, there will be on their part the widest 
possible proclamation of the gospel message. 

In its work the whole church must be led to put 
emphasis where Jesus put it. Where did he put it? 
First, on the necessity of going forth with his mes- 
sage : ‘‘Go,... preach thegospel.’’ Second, on win- 
ning recruits : ‘‘ Make disciples.’’ 

The New Testament makes it clear that the Chris- 
tian church is designed to be a propagandist body. 
This distinctive mission of the church is ever in dan- 
ger of being obscured. Even now, in America, to 
what extent are the organized Christian churches giv- 
ing their strength to the propagation of their faith ? 
Inside church walls, notable and faithful work is being 
achieved ; but altogether too few of the churches in 
America have adopted, as an essential part of their 
program, the persistent proclamation of the gospel to 
non-Christians. 

The Socialists. have.learned the art and worth of 
propagandism. In Great Britain, Socialism has made 
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a remarkable advance. The secret of it is ceaseless 
agitation. 
crowded streets, the views of Socialistic leaders have 
been continuously exploited. They are vigilant and 
determined propagandists. 

And the Christian church must relearn the lesson of 
the Master, ‘‘ Go ye,... and preach.’ When it does 
relearn it, a cold and stiff ritual, and formal, highly- 
polished essays, will give place to spontaneity and 
direct, heart-searching evangelistic appeal. To the 
degree that the churches are already heeding this 
great teaching of the Master, church buildings are 
becoming centers of prayer and teaching, for the re- 
newal of the power of Christian disciples, and from 
them are going out preaching bands into village and 
city streets and parks. 

These considerations lead us back to the funda- 
mental inquiry : Why is the Christian church in the 
world? The answer to it Jesus put in one clear, 
crystal sentence ; ‘‘ Ye shall be my witnesses."’ 

The gospel has not lost its power. Even on crowded 
city streets and in public parks, it wins a hearing, not 
only respectful, but reverent. In New York City, 
since early in May, the National. Bible Institute's 
daily noon evangelistic meetings, at Madison Square 
and at Union Square, have attracted large audiences 
of non-church-going people. At one meeting in 
Madison Square, in response to a question, it was 
discovered that out of the large audience assembled 
over three hundred men were not professed Christians. 
Every day, from May to October, these meetings at 
the heart of New York City’s life are abounding 


proofs that with the gospel the non-church-going 


masses can be reached and held. 

With millions of the outside masses, the gospel has 
not yet had a chance to get a hold. The burning 
shame is that the real gospel of Christ has lost its 
hold on multitudes of us who are professed Chris- 
tians inside the church. Power has not gone out of 
the gospel, but power has gone out of many of us who 
profess to believe the gospel. Wherever there is a 
clean, Christian man who will say, ‘‘As much as in 
me is, I am ready to preach the gospel,’’ and who 
will go to the people who have not yet received the 
gospel, through that man the gospel will be the power 
of God unto salvation. 

Upon laymen much of the responsibility for the 
salvation of the world “has rested in past ages, and 
still rests. The scribes, the old-time preachers to-the 
Jews, were not priests. Our Lord himself, +6t it be 
said reverently, was a layman ; he ss‘ not a priest 
after the order of Aaron. All the early witnesses to 
Christ were laymen. Maiy of those most largely 
used in furthering tie reformation were laymen. 
Weyetifie and those” who followed him preached the 
gospel from market-place to market-place ; they read 
parts of printed pages of Scripture; they spoke in 
plain and fiery words, and aroused all England. 
Charles H. Spurgeon and Dwight L. Moody were 
laymen, The tens of thousands of vigorous, resourceful, 
successful Christian business and professional men in 
the churches of America are the largest earthly asset 
the Christian church possesses for the evangelization 
of the outside multitudes, 

The strong, intelligent Christian layman always has 
an influential voice. He need not be—in fact, would 
better not be—an orator. He need not attempt to 
preach sermons. But he can speak from a full heart 
words that God will furnish him. He can give, in his 
own natural, straightforward way, his personal witness 
to the ability of Christ to save men from the power of 
sin. He can study those great words of God that are 
spirit and life. He can have the co-operation of the 
Spirit of God. He can even have a message direct 
enough, and timely enough, and powerful enough, to 
turn men from darkness to light. With this living 
message, he can go out where the people are. He 
can stand as the accredited representative of his 
church and his pastor, and above all as the approved 
embassador of Christ, and tell the people who do not 
come to the churches how, through Christ, they may 
have their sins forgiven and possess life that is life 
indeed. 

If Christian pastors will lead forth the laymen of the 
churches, if the Christian church in America will 
more and more take the message of Christ to the 
people who do not enter churches to hear it, there 
will surely come Pentecostal. showers of blessing. 
Whenever the real gospel seed is taken to the soil, 
there always springs up a harvest. The directing word 
of Christ to his church is, ‘‘Go ye, ... and preach 
the gospel." The assurance of Christ to his church, 
when it goes with his message, is, ‘‘ Lo, I am with 
you."" 

The Christian church is here to reach and arouse 
and save the age ! 


In rented halls, in public parks, in | 
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After Death, What ? 
There is a better and surer knowledge of the life 
after death than will ever be attained by the investi- 
ations of ‘‘ psychical research’’ societies. It is the 
nowledge that.is given through God’s Word to those 
who trust him. Commenting on a recent editorial 
discussion of this point, an Illinois reader writes : 

I appreciate both the spirit and the thoughtfulness mani- 
fested in your replies to letters. ‘The issue of August 15 con- 
tains a question from a Massachusetts writer to whom. you 
reply in a way to awaken still other queries in my mind. He 
as ‘* Are our souls immortal in ther resentstate? At the 
expiration of life [meaning physical fel do our souls ascend 
to their Maker, or do they expire with the body ?"’ 

You answer by ras ohn 5: 24: ‘‘ He that heareth my 
word, and believeth him that sent me, hath eternal life, and 
cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of death into 
life." Then you add: ‘ Eternal life, therefore, is the immedi- 


ate, present possession of those who commit themselves to the 
Saviour as the Son of God." 


In thus replying, you certainly teach that not only are souls 
mortal before no fae | Christ, but that such as do not accept 
him remain mortal. m I not correct in so interpreting you ? 

No ; the Editor said nothing about the after-death 
condition of those who die without accepting Christ. 
He did say that those who accept Christ are assured, 
now and forever, of eternal life. It by no means fol- 
lows, from this statement, that those who reject Christ 
cease to live in the next world. Whether they do 
or not is a question that was not touched upon in 
the editorial comment referred to. Some believe that 
immortality is the condition of both lost and saved ; 
others, that it is a gift to the saved only. 
passages are cited as strong evidence on each side of 
this question. Therefore the question-is not likely to 
be conclusively settled among Christian people in this 
life. Nor would it seem essential that it should 
be. It is plain that death without Christ means irre- 
parable loss : just ‘what form that loss takes, in the 
spirit weiid, we probably cannot understand while we 
are iii the flesh. But there -is no difference among 
Christ's followers as to the future of those who accept 


Christ; “And* titat*is “the side‘of the ‘quéstion that.- 


ought to interest us most. 


Should Church Leadership 
be Abandoned in Summer ? 


Is the present let-down_ in American church life 
during the summer just right? Some think not. A 
thoughtful letter from a New York state reader—whose 
words come with the more force because both his father 
and grandfather were clergymen—raisés the question, 
and makes an interesting suggestion for a change of 
method : ‘ 


Noticing in The Literary Digest a review of an article in 
your paper by a Philadelphia lawyer, who, making a much 
needed plea for the churches in August, proposes that minis- 
ters take the month of June for their vacation, it occurred to 
me it weuld be still better if it could be arranged for the min- 
isters of each denomination in any given large community to 
take their vacation at different times, in somewhat the same 
way as the employees of a large business concern take their 
vacations, with no detriment to business interests. 

For example, suppose the Methodist ministers of a commu- 
nity divide the summer into three vacation periods : June, 
July, and August ; and each of those months one-third of them 
go off for their rest, closing their churches. This would leave 
two-thirds of the Methodist churches open all summer, with 
their regular pastors, their bap bea nena 4 usually slim in sum- 
mer at best, enlarged by the members of the closed churches. 

The minister of each denomination arranging in like man- 
ner, there would not only be avoided the difficulty of finding 
acceptable supplies, but the great advantage would be that 
the community would at no time be left almost bereft of church 
influence, as practically all communities are now left during 
the month of August. 

In small towns, where there is only one church of each de- 
nomination, a like arrangement could be made among all the 
ministers. 

The writer recalls that a few years ago, in his own village in 
Pennsylvania, the Presbyterian and Methodist ministers took 
different times for their vacations, and, not always having sup- 
plies, the congregations visited each other. 

I should be glad if my proposition could be brought before 
the mind of the lawyer wo, as I said, has made such a needed 
plea for the spiritually half-fed people during one of the most 
needy times in the year. I cannot see that it would make 
much, if any, improvement upon the present order‘ to have 
practically all the churches shepherdless in June. 


No one denies that the summer-time, with its less- 
ened pressure and increased idleness, at home and away 
from home, is the Devil’s golden opportunity for both 
sowing and reaping. And no one denies that most 
churches and pastors not only do nothing exceptional 
in order to meet and combat the ircreased spiritual 
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_ dangers of this season of the year, but actually do less 


at this time than at any other period of the twelve- 
month. Is this right? Is it sensible? Could any 
warfare with earthly enemies be successfully conducted 
on this principle? Could any commercial business 
hope to succeed by relaxing effort when and where 
competition was keenest? Have we any right to ex- 
pect to subvert the laws of reason and common sense 
in the warfare of Christendom against the powers of 
darkness, or in the conduct of the King’s Business, and 
succeed ? : 

Whether or not the particular method suggested by 
the New York reader is the best method is a minor 
detail that can readily be worked out whenever the 
leaders of the church, both ministers and laymen, are 
in earnest to grapple with the problem, It is not a 
minor problem. ; 

The Sunday School Times wants to hear more from 
its readers as to the question herein involved. Will 
they write freely to the Editor of their own thoughts, 
and observations, and convictions? Especially ought 
the ministers and the office-bearers in the church to 
be heard from,—deacons, elders, and vestrymen. If 
the present condition is right, let us prove it, drop the 
subject, and take up other duties. If it is not right, 
what is the trouble, and how can we remedy it? 









The Prayer-Life 


As Interpreted by the ‘‘ Veteran 
Pastor,”” and Jowett of England 





HE «Veteran Pastor’’ has enriched the prayer-life 
of thousands of grateful readers during the past 
twelve months. It is not surprising that this is so. 

His own long and active ministry has been characterized 
by prayer of an utterly.exceptional sort. It is a signifi- 
cant fact that, while he seldom writes his sermons, he 
invariably writes his prayers, in part at least, before 
delivering them in his conduct of public worship; . He 
has learned how to pray. ~~ 

And now, as this man who ‘‘walks with:-God’’ 
brings to a close a full year’of every-week prayer- 
thoughts in these columns,.the- Editor is grateful to 
be able to.announce that an early issue of the’ Times 
will ‘contain ‘a ‘full-page “articlé by “the «* Veteran 
Pastor,’ on ‘* How to Talk with God.’’ This article 


~ gathers up the ripened convictions and experiences of 


a life-time of prayer-study.° It:is one of the most re- 
markable articles‘on prayer ever published. ‘Its sim- 
plicity and directness are no less noteworthy than its 
depth and insight. It promises to bring a rich bless- 
ing to every one who longs for a prayet-filled life. 

But the Times’ every-week help to the enriching of 
the prayer-life will not cease. Another pastor and 
spiritual leader of rare power who has helped thou- 
sands in this field is the Rev. J. H. Jowett, of Bir- 
mingham, England. His series of prayers, ‘‘ Yet 
Another Day,’’ which was published here two years 
ago, was eagerly followed, and urgent calls came for 
its continuance, Therefore the Times has arranged 
for the every week publication of another full-year’s 
series by Mr. Jowett, which has never before appeared 
serially in America. This series, ‘‘ The Daily Altar,"’ 
will commence in next week's issue. 


ee 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers. 


UR Heavenly Father, we lament and deplore that swol- 
len sense of self-importance which so often injects false 
motive and method into our work, and makes it more 

a service of self than of thee. Thou knowest how subtle this 
temptation is ; how it infects our earnest moods ; how it robs 
us of the joy of simple trust, and infuses an uneasy spirit into 
our obedience. Deliver us from this. Constrain us so to fix 
our eyes on thee as to dislocate our toil from unwarranted 
hopes and fears concerning specific results. Make us content 
just to serve. Are not consequences wholly in thy hand? We 
would live just to do thy will, moment by moment. Cure us 
of the presumption that fingers thy tasks while we neglect our 
own. ... Keep us from plucking at half-ripe satisfactions, from 
attempting to force results through inordinate conceit of our 
wisdom and the false assumption that thy purposes are no 
broader than our fhotions of them. Show us, in any specific 
enterprise of thy kingdom, when to quit doing things, and thus 
to leave some opportunity and place on the great arena for 
thy Providence, pas pe by our fussy interruptions. ... 
Withhold us from all officious meddling ; from acting as if our 
conceits and achievements must be mixed up with everything ; 
from assuming that people whose ways and words differ from 
our own cannot possibly be employed by thee, along with 
ourselves. Make us glad to have other blunders gloriously 
used by the same Grace that stoops to use us; willing to let 
others do things in their way, though this should cross our 
feelings, our habits, even our convictions—when it is plain 
that thou hast called them also to serve... . Grant us more of 
thy generosity and largeness. . . . As the eyes of servants look 
unto the hand of their master, . . . so our eyes look unto thee, 
our Father and our God. 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 25 (Psa. 32) 





HERE is a steady increase in the use of tobacco. 
The alarm of this increased consumption is 
materially heightened by the fact that not a 

little of this increase is due to its greater use by the 
young. 

Probably no greater service to the general pub- 
lic could be rendered by some modernly-equipped 
laboratory for research than to give us a careful 
analysis of the effects of tobacco upon the human 
economy,—not, as has been so commonly under- 
taken, by nicotine injections in the blood-vessels of 
animals, but under conditions similar to that of the 
use and abuse of tobacco in ordinary every-day life by 
the human family. The reason this has not yet been 
done is that the whole experiment would necessitate a 
length of time and patience heretofore found wanting 
in tobacco-experiments. The value of nearly all the 
experiments is vitiated because the laboratory re- 
search on tobacco can not be directly applied to the 
tobacco-users. in ordinary life, consequently the 
practical and forceful application of the experimental 
effects of tobacco on the nerves and blood-vessels of 


animals must be made with due conservative caution. 


However, the experimental. effects of tobacco on 
animals certainly give us definite information which 
we may apply understandingly. In this latter respect 
the information is of much more value than the more 
contradictory data of human experiences. 

A number of basic substances have been found in 
tobacco aside from nicotine. Some of these are 
pyridin, picotin, talidin, parolin, collodin, rubidin, 
and a number of other alkaloids, including even car- 
bolic acid and marsh gas. Some observers have found 
cyanogen in considerable quantity, which is an ex- 
ceedingly poisonous gas. None of the above, aside 
from nicotine and pyridin, have been at all thoroughly 
studied. No little of the difference of opinion held 
by different observers as to the action of tobacco may 
be due to the incomplete exclusion of one or the other 


"of these basic products in their experiments. - 


Tobacco must be used for months or years before 
it registers a permanent and definite impression upon 
the nervous system, altering its:structure,. Even then 
the nervous tissue probably receives its damage by an 
initial alteration of the blood-vessels which: supply 
the nerves with nutrient blood. The immediate effect 
of tobacco on animals, though it be deprived of its 
nicotine constituent, is to contract the pupils, cause 
difficult respiration, general convulsions, and death. 
The general effect of pyridin on the nerves is to induce 
paralysis of respiration, and depress the function of the 
spinal cord. 


* 
Tobacco without Nicotine Not a Popular Smoke 


It has often been asked, Why not withdraw the 
basic substances of tobacco which cause poisonous 
changes in heart and blood-vessels? This can be 
done in greater part. But the final product is not 
satisfying to the user. None of the withdrawal- 
attempts have proven practical. Many attempts of 
late years have been made to withdraw the nicotine 
element from tobacco, rendering the product at least 
nicotine-poor. One of the latest and most interesting 
experiments is that undertaken by the Australian 
government, which, it will be remembered, has a 
monopoly of the tobacco trade. The sale of tobacco 
is as much under government control as are postage 
stamps in our country. The Australian government 
made brands which were almost entirely free from 
nicotine, but the use of these brands failed to give 
satisfaction, as the flavor of the tobacco suffered a 
marked loss. In other respects the loss was apparent ; 
the consumption of the brands was not followed by 
the soothing or sedative effects formerly obtained from 
the crude tobacco. 

The Australian government is, however, still experi- 
menting in this field; it already holds patents for 
reducing the nicotine and pyridin of tobacco at least 
fifty percent. This reduction is brought about by 
treating the crude tobacco with lime or potash. And 
a still more improved method has very recently been 
inaugurated. It consists in heating ready-made cigars 
and cigarettes to a temperature of 200 degrees centi- 
grade ; thus twenty to fifty percent of the nicotine 
content is driven off at a single treatment. Careful 
studies have already proven that this nicotine-poor 
tobacco is very much less harmful on the nerves 
and blood-vessels. These experiments are the more 
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How Tobacco Affects the Nervous System 
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By L. Pierce Clark, M.D. 


We hear a good deal of what is called “‘ wild talk”’ 
about the harmfulness of tobacco. We do not 
often get sober statements of fact in this field by a 
scientific observer and investigator. This article 
offers only the latter sort of comment on “the 
weed.” A glance at Dr. Clark’s professional po- 
sition and: achievements shows his exceptional 
right to a hearing. He is Visiting Neurologist 
to the Randall’s Island Hospitals and Schools, 
New York ; Consulting Neurologist at the Man- 
hattan State Hospital; Consulting Neurologist 
at the Craig Colony for Epileptics, Sonyea, 
N. Y.; Assistant Neurologist at the Vander- 
bilt Clinic (Cofumbia University).—THE EDITOR. 
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interesting as it has been heretofore held by experi- 
menters that the intense action of smoking tobacco on 
the nervous system is due to the presence of the bases 
of the pyridin series, and not to nicotine itself. But 
it is not yet proven that all the essential basic sub- 
stances of tobacco do not suffer loss in this chemical 
or heat treatment. 

The effects of tobacco upon the heart and blood- 
vessels, as shown by experiments, is that of an active 
poison. The chief aim of the experiments was to 
determine the effects of tobacco upon the aorta, the 
great blood-vessel leading from the heart. Nicotine 
induces an inflammatory and degenerative thickening 
and hardening of the walls of the aorta. The first 


structural alteration in the blood-vessels of the heart 


was the formation and deposit of hardened plaques in 
the vessel wall, which differed greatly in size, shape, 
and location. With progressive injections the areas 
of abnormal change in the vessel-walls continued to 
spread to the thoracic and abdominal vessels, and even 
to the great arteries of the thighs. Naturally these 
changed. areas.weakened the vessel-walls, and caused 
them to form sacs or..pouches in the arterial walls, 
known as aneurysms. 

The-nicotine changes in-the. arteries are essentially 
those of degeneration rather than of inflammation, 
While the changes from these experiments closely re- 
semble the old-age change in the human, known as 
arterio-sclerosis, there were many differences. How- 
ever, tobacco enacts no.small role in arterial degenera- 
tion in those long habituated to the excessive use of 
the plant. 

The effects of tobacco on the nervous system may 
be divided into acute and chronic. It acts upon the 
nerve-centers, the brain and spinal cord, as well as 
the nerve-endings in vital organs and on the skin 
surface. The alkaloids or basic substance free in to- 
bacco-smoking, for instance, are chiefly absorbed by 
way of the mucous membrane, although it may be 
taken up by the skin. Animals have been killed by 
the latter methods of administration. 

The acute effects from toxic doses of nicotine ad- 
ministrations are fairly well known to all. Even the 
youthful beginner experiences not a few of them in 
his own person. They embrace nausea, vomiting, 
giddiness, intense malaise, with weakness, followed, 
if the dose has been sufficient, by burning pains in 
the stomach, purging, free urination, extreme giddi- 
ness passing into delirium, a rapid-running and 
finally imperceptible pulse, cramps in the limbs, ab- 
solute loss of strength, a cold, clammy skin, and 
finally complete collapse and death. In the lower 
animals, especially in the frogs, —aside from the symp- 
toms just enumerated, which have been encountered 
in man,—violent convulsions of apparent spinal origin 
are superadded, followed after a time by spinal paresis. 

Tobacco has a powerful depressing effect on the 
nerves of motion, acting chiefly on the nerve-endings. 
The effects of tobacco on gland-secretions are shown 
in first an increased and then a diminished amount of 
saliva secreted. Probably all the active glands of the 
body are similarly affected. : 

The acute effects of nicotine upon the nerve-mech- 
anism of the heart and circulation are very pro- 
nounced. The nerves of the heart really receive the 
maximum of the excitation. Alcohol works just the 
other way. Experiments have proved that the final 
heart-paralysis in nicotine-poisoning is due to the 
double depressing influence of the drug on the heart 
and arteries. Even this effect is shown in a slight 
degree in excess-smokers of tobacco by the irritable, 
fluttering sensation about the heart,—a state of mixed 


stimulation and depression on the heart and great 
blood-vessels. 

The acute toxic effects of tobacco upon the pupils 
of the eye induce a smallness of the orifice, due to a 
paralysis of the sympathetic nerves which control this 
state of the pupil. The nerves that move the eye- 
balls are very much stimulated. A restless activity 
of the eye-movements in animals is among the ear- 
liest signs of the acute intoxication of tobacco. 

Respiration is first excited, then depressed, by to- 
bacco, —the effect of any irritant poison on this func- 
tion. One investigator states that a slowing of 
respiration is universal in the animal kingdom, while 
among mammals acceleration of breathing is found. 
It is generally held that the lungs always give out be- 
fore the heart in acute poisoning by tobacco, Ac- 
cording to Mittenberg’s experiments upon dogs, 
nicotine acts in accordance with the amount of the 
dose, either as a pure excitant to the respiration, or as 
an excitant for a short time followed by a prolonged 
depressing paralysis of function. It may be said that 
excitation of the nerve-center in general means accel- 
erated respiration, and paralysis neans retardation of 
respiration, with expiratory pauses. Death occurs 
through primary arrest of respiration. It is a matter 
of no small importance to determine just how tobacco 
affects the lungs and heart. It is sufficiently definite 
to say that tobacco used in excess interferes with the 
proper function of both organs, and must therefore be 
of great harm in adolescence. 


Animals Easily Become Addicted 


It is interesting to note, in passing, that the toler- 
ance of tobacco in animals, either fed in its crude 
form or mixed with food or the alkaloid nicotine, as 
in the human, is easily established ; it requires but 
two or three days. The animals in the course of the 
feedings lose neither flesh nor appetite. Adler fed 
four cigars daily to a female rabbit for six months ; 
everything seemed to proceed as in health ; the rab- 
bit gave birth to seven young, which she nursed suc- 
cessfully. Cats are most susceptible to nicotine of all 
mammalia, Birds arealso easily affected. One drop of 
nicotine given to a pigeon will cause collapse, rigid con- 
vulsions, and death in a minute. A sort of tobacco 
St. Vitus’ dance has been induced in some horses. 

In Australia, horses which eat a variety of tobacco 
known as micotina anaveolens develop severe chronic 
eye disorders similar to those occurring in man, In 
extreme cases, at death, the optic nerve is found de- 
generated, Virginia deer, however, eat this tobacco 
plant without special harm. Possibly they grow im- 
mune. Horses are more affected by tobacco than 
cattle and sheep, to which latter class deer belong. 
In chronic poisoning there is more or less inflamma- 
tion throughout the mucuous membrane lining the 
stomach and intestine. Congestion of the lungs, 
brain, and spinal cord is found. There is a marked 
lowering of the coloring matter of the blood ; even a 
loss of fifty percent has been reported. There is also 
a diminution of the red blood-cells. Coarse changes 
observable to the naked eye are found ; thus, inflam- 
mation of the surface nerves has been found analo- 
gous to that seen in the optic nerve of man suffering 
from tobacco-blindness. There are well-defined 
changes in the nerve-cell contents in the spinal cord 
and its ganglia. The change is uniform and wide- 
spread, indicating a severe involvement of the struc- 
ture of all these nerve elements. 

It is an interesting fact that withdrawing tobacco 
from* animals previously made tolerant to its use is 
attended by symptoms quite like those observed in 
man. The animals are extremely restless, irritable, 
sleepless, apprehensive of harm, and subject to vio- 
lent fits of anger. 

Much of the work done upon the chronic phases of 
tobacco-poisoning is fraught with such contradiction 
that a presentation of only part of the evidence may 
easily make a wrong impression. Many lay, as well 
as professional, writers upon the subject have attempted 
to, schematize the subject beforehand, but the facts 
frustrate these ends. 

From experiments upon acute and chronic tobacco- 
poisoning the following conclusions may be drawn : 

I. It is proven definitely that tobacco in excess acts 
as a heart and blood-vessel poison. 

2. It acts first on the nerve and muscle structure of 
the body as an excitant, and secondly as a motor- 
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nerve depressor, and finally it paralyzes the central 
nerves and nerve-endings of the heart and lungs. 

3. Its chronic effects on the nerves are to induce a 
poison-congestion of the brain, spinal cord, and end 
nerves in heart, lungs, muscles, and skin. It induces 
a sort of slow nerve-degeneration in the nerve-end- 











































































ings. 


A Golden Verse 





And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
} crying, neither shall there be ge: Aang pain: for the 
former things are passed away.—Rev. 21 : 4. 
I served 1,030 days in Company B, 123d Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, during the country’s sectional unpleasantness 
from 1861 to 1865. 483 of my comrades are buried within 
sight of Winchester, Virginia, I have lost father, mother, 
two brothers, four sisters, a wife, three children, and a great 
many friends that were near and dear tome. Being of a 
tender-hearted, emotional nature, and seeing the sorrow, 
suffering, and deaths that I have, what verse could be 
dearer to me !—P. D. Hatch, West Farmington, Ohio. 


Fear thou not; for 1 am with thee: be not dismayed; 
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee yea, will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness.—lIsa. 41 : 10. 

This is one of my golden verses that has strengthened 
and comforted me on more than one occasion when passing 
through ‘deep waters.’’ Ten years ago, when the com- 
panion of my young life was called ‘‘up higher,” after 
walking by my side for over thirty years, when my very 
soul seemed crushed, these words were whispered into my 
ear, so low and so sweet I recognized it as the voice of my 
loving Father, and an indescribable peace came into 
my heart, making me to say and feel ‘‘ All is well.’’—JAé@rs. 
£. W. Lowry, Beaumont, Texas. 


He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he 
that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.—Eccl. 11 ; 4. 

I became general secretary of the local Y. M.C. A., which 
many of its supporters thought had been buried for the 
third and last time. It had an indebtedness of $2,500, and 
less than fifteen members. Because of the faith of a few 
directors and a handful of workers, and the firm conviction 
that God would make true the promise implied in this 
verse, we continued steadfast, notwithstanding much dis- 
couragement, and as a result all indebtedness was paid, a 
membership of 400 secured, a new building valued at $100,- 
ooo erected and paid for, and now several men are engaged 
in the Y, M. C, A; work, and others, who were plucked as 
brands from the burning, are now in the ministry.—/osn 
#, Habbe, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Charity ... thinketh no evil.—a Cor. 13: 4, 5. 

When I was a girl I became morbidly sensitive, quick to 
imagine a slight, and distrustful of the friendliness of others. 
At that crisis in my life the following thought came to me 
through a.sermon upon the words quoted above: ‘It is 
uncharitable to suppose that others are cherishing toward 
us feelings which in ourselves we should deem unworthy. 
If cur feeling toward others is kind, we should assume a 
like attitude on their part.’’ I adopted the principle into 
my life, and have received a wealth of kindness and friend- 
ship.—Zmma Younglove, Ventura, Cal. 


For 1 know whom I! have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day.—2 Tim. 1 : 12. 


While on her deathbed, my good mother was asked 
whether she had any doubts or fears. Very confidently 
she repeated the above verse, which has ever made it very 
precious to me,.—A Reader in Harrisburg, Pa. 


She land hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.—Isa. 
53 : 6. 


The burden of sin became almost unbearable. For 
years I vainly sought relief. The Holy Spirit ‘* opened 
the eyes of my understanding ’’ while reading this verse. 
Then I saw Jesus as my Redeemer, and my sins rolled off 
my heart upon Christ.—A Buffalo reader. 


And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that 

thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, 

and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou 

wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve 

me!- And God granted him that which he requested. 

—1 Chron, 4: 10. 

This promise, hidden deeply in the midst of chronology, 
. has helped me, and may not be among the generally known 
= answers to prayer. Jabez was given liis name, meaning 
** sorrowful’ or ‘* causing pain,’’ and this text is the rec- 
ord of his prayer. The record says he was ‘‘ more honour- 
able than his brethren.’’? I have prayed in his words a 
good many times and been comforted. The sorrows and 
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4. The amount necessary to induce all these changes, 
even in animals under strict test, is so very variable 
as to vitiate much of the attempt to derive any defin- 
ite conclusions of its effect on the nervous system in 
man, in whom the amount that constitutes the excess is 
not strictly measurable, 

New York Ciry. 


that Helped Me 





Seldom has there been a more interesting or widespread response from readers of the Times than was 

made to the suggestion that they send to the Editor ‘‘ a verse and a reason”: some one Bible verse 

that was peculiarly precious to them by reason of its association with a special experience. 

two full pages of these answers have been published ; and the third instalment, now given, is equally 
rich evidence of the power of the Word. 


Already 


sins of the world do oppress and grieve the Christian 
worker, and for lack of time and strength we all feel cir- 
cumscribed. When this prayer is answered for us, we may 
still be ‘‘ sorrowful,’’ for he whom we follow was a ‘* man 
of sorrows,’’ but we shall not be ‘‘ grieved.’ —Seven years 
@ deaconess. . 


Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ.—2 Tim. 2: 3. 

This text, given me many years ago by a member of the 
British Parliament, has been an exceedingly helpful one in 
my Christian life. When opposed by the enemy, when 
failing in - efforts, when slighted and snubbed by those 
whom I called Christian friends, when smarting from the 
sting of unkind remarks made to or about me, and many 
similar experiences in life, the remembrance of these words 
has imparted new life and-courage.—A New Hampshire 
reader, 


In all thy — acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths.—Prov. 3: 6. 

When the writer was first thinking of leaving his old 
home in the southeastern part of Ohio a few years ago, in 
conversation with an old minister, while the religious ad- 
vantages of different sections of the country were being 
discussed, I remarked that I would not care to reside in a 
place where the institutions of religion were not respected, 
even though the locality might offer the best of. opportuni- 
ties for business success. 
had no thought of ever entering the work.) Instantly the 
old servant of God commended my utterance and quoted 
the above verse. The words made a deep impression. on 
my mind at the time and afterward. ‘I have tried to make 
those words the text of my life, if I may use that expres- 
sion, Can anything be more comprehensive than that 
verse? Study it.—S. S. Forrest, Wilton, Wis. 


In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of 
his presence saved them.—Isa. 63 : g. 

At a time when troubles and trials multiplied so that life 
for me seemed undesirable, and, almost in despair, I 
prayed for help to be true to my Lord and Saviour what- 
ever might come, and then told him I did not wish to live, 
my answer was a very sweet realizing of his presence, com- 
forting and cheering. Therefore this verse is very precious 
to me, as I have since more than once felt the truth of it, 
for only the angel of his presence has saved me from utter 
despair.—A Mew York reader. 


Him that cometh to me I willin no wise cast out.— 
John 6: 37. 

Many years ago when, as a young girl, I gave myself to 
Christ, I did not iramediately experience the joy and peace 
I had heard others speak of, and because of this I hesitated 
to confess my Saviour by baptism. One day, while in 
doubt and uncertainty, this verse came to me: ‘* Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.’’? I then and 
there determined to cling to that verse, and, if I never re- 
ceived the assurance I longed for, I would stand before my 
Saviour at the close of life claiming that promise. And 
then the joy and peace came, and I realized that he had 
accepted me, but my own lack of faith in his promises had 
prevented my receiving the blessing I craved.—An Ohio 
reader, 


Be not afraid, only believe.— Mark 5: 36. 

While undergoing as great a trial as any I have experi- 
enced, I opened the Word with this prayer: ‘‘ Lord, give 
me special help to-night or I cannot bear it.’? These 
words were the first to meet my eyes. Realizing them to 


be my Father’s message for me, I sought then, and have, 


ever since, to obey them literally, with the result that my 

way opens most wonderfully before me. I. have never 

known such perfect joy and peace as this that ‘‘ cometh 

ow believing.’’— Minnie Clyde Green, West Newton, 
‘ass. 


My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest.—Exod. 33: 14. 

Having trouble with my eyes, I was compelled to give 
up active business, and was induced in July, 1906, to take 
a trip acress the Pacific Ocean for rest, with the intention 
of going around the world. At Yokohama, Japan, I was 


(I was not then a minister, ands: 


OCTOBER 10, 1908 


seized with a severe attack of inflammation of the eyes, and, 
being very painiul, was afraid it might result seriously. 
My physician said | must proceed no farther until the in- 
flammation had subsided, when he would decide whether 
I should return home direct from Japan, or proceed via the 


Red Sea and Europe. After three anxious weeks he de- 
cided that, while was danger of further trouble, I - 
was justified in proceeding, as originally intended. On the 


walls of the room I occupied in Ti the night before 
leaving, —it being a Christian house,—was the text at the 
head of this communication. It seemed as it was 
specially intended for me, and I appropriated it in the 
spirit, and it was of great comfort to me during the three 
months occupied in my homeward journey, and continues 
to be to the present hour. Stopping for a few days on my 
way in Sheffield, England, with an old and dear friend, I 
related to him the-experience given above, when he re- 
plied, ** You will find that text on the wall in the room you 
are now occupying ;’’ and sure enough, there it was, hav- 
ing escaped my notice the previous night.—A Brooklyn 
reader, ; 


The Lord shall serve thee from all evil: he shall 
preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going 
Out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even 
for evermore.—Psa. 121 : 7, 8. ; 

Twelve years ago, when our only son, a Christian boy of 
fourteen years of age, was to leave home for a few weeks, _ 
on account of financial circumstances, we were greatly 
concerned for his spiritual welfare, as the home of the 
uncle to which he was going was very unfavorable to Chris- 
tian ‘influence. Psalm 121 was read as we came to the 
family altar'the morning he left us, and those verses (7, 8) 
seemed to have a special message for us, We believed that 
God had heard and answered our prayer, that he would 
care for our boy. In a few weeks he returned to us 
stronger in the faith of Christ than ever before, and is now 
preparing for the ministry. —A New York minister. 


Commit ty way unto the Lord; trust also in him; 
and he shall bring it to pass.—Psa. 37 : 5. 

This verse is one of the most precious verses in the 
Bible to me. I had been wishing for a long time to go to 
a business college. For several reasons my parents decided 
that I would be unable to go. This was a grevious disap- 
pointment to me, and I could not be comforted. While 
praying for divine guidance and direction, this verse came 
to me with comforting assurance, and a wonderful peace 
seemed to fill my soul. It has been very dear to me ever 
since.—A New Jersey reader. 


What is thafto thee? follow thou me.—John ar : 22. 

In times of doubt and disappointment, when question- 
ings arise, when discouragement comes in.my Christian . 
work;; particularly, the troubling: t 
without definite result, —at all such times these divine words 
come with ever new and blessed force—‘‘ What is that to 
thee? follow thou me.’’ Thus-I have been kept from year 
to year in the Master’s service. — Charles G. Barnes, 
Philadelphia. 


He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his 
wings shalt thou trust.—Psa. gr : 4. 

Recently, my little twelve-year-old daughter had to be 
taken to Boston for a surgical operation. As I was telling 
her of the deci#ion that it was best, she said; as she clung 
to me, ‘‘I cannot go without you, mama.’’ I quoted the 
above text, and said, ‘‘I want you to think of yourself as a 
little chicken, running to the mother hen when a storm is 
coming. ‘He shall cover you with his feathers,’ and no 
harm will come to you.’? Seeing she caught the thought, 
I asked, ‘* Won’t that help you?’’ ‘* Yes, mama”’ she 
said, ‘‘ I will be brave.’’ And her mother, too, who must 
remain at home, finds strong consolation as she realizes 
that the brooding, mother-like love of the Heavenly Father 
is caring for her loved child.—Z//a £. Eaton, Meredith, 
N. A. 


Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou 
not known me, Philip ?—John 14: 9. 

The day had been a gloomy one because it brought news 
for which I was unprepared,—news which meant hardship 
to my own dear ones, I had forgotten that ‘‘ all things 
work together for good,’’ and was distressed to know what 
to do, for I could see no help in sight. I was riding on the 
train, and as I thought over matters, it came to me that if 
ever I needed God’s help it was then. I took out my 
Testament and turned to John 14, feeling sure there must 
be comfort and wisdom there. When I came to the ninth 
verse, it seemed to me as if Jesus spoke those words right 
tome. True, things did seem a little dark, but what of 
that? He was still there and had been all this time, and 
still I did not know him! The verse has been a reminder 
of his constant presence again and again.—Margaret C. 
Lewis, Philadelphia. 


Who is a ou that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth 
the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, 
and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the 
Lord, and stay upon his God.—Isa. 50: 10. 

At one period of’nty life I was strongly pressed by intel- 
lectual doubts. I feared the Lord and strove to obey, but 
the darkness was thick about me, and my feet well-nigh 
stumbled. Then this verse in Isaiah arose like a beacon, 
not dispelling the darkness, but revealing the truth that 
God. recognized the limitations of my mind. Even if walk- 
ing in darkness, I was still his servant, and had his own 
warrant for resting on his wisdom and his love for guidance 
and-safety. God is greater than our doubts.—4 Zoronio 
reader, : 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 25 (Psa. 32) 







The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


How to Get Started in Class 


HO knows what an ‘‘alchemist” is? There 
are not many of them to be found to-day; 
there used to be more, hundreds of years 

ago. An alchemist was a man who thought there 
must be some way of changing common metals, like 
iron, into gold, and who spent his life trying to dis- 
cover how. It would be a pretty secret to 
know, wouldn’t it? But no alchemist ever discov- 
ered the secret, nor has any one else. fj 
But see ‘here; I want to tell you about another dis- 
covery, of something that is harder, and worth more, 
than the alchemist’s hoped-for secret. This per. 
flatly contradicts all reason; it is more wonderfu 
than would be the turning of iron into gold, for that 
would be making something out of something, and 
this is making something out of nothing. ‘There isa 
Bible verse that speaks of it: ‘‘calleth the things that 
are not, as though they were” (Rom. 4:17). It is 
really the biggest and best thing in the world, It 
could have turned Mr. Hyde back into Dr. Jekyll 
again (explain briefly Stevenson’s famous story and 
character). Do you want to know more about it ? 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


God’s forgiveness is, of course, the wonder-working 
discovery that you have been introducing to your 
class in the way suggested above; but it is better not 
to explain just what it is until later. The best next 
step is to go back to the storyof David. There is no 
reason why the general story of his great sin should 
not be told in class, if it is done wisely. The class 

-may oan be told that King David wished to have 
as his wife, or queen, the beautiful woman Bathsheba, 
who was already married to the soldier Uriah; then 
describe the contemptible and murderous plan by 
which David accomplished this. ‘The teacher’s ma- 
terial for this will be found in2 Samuel 11 and 12: 1-10. 
Be surs to give the class the dramatic Nathan episode. 

David had sinned as terribly as a man could. Just 
think of it! In spite of all that God had done for 
him, he, God’s own anointed, the head of the people, 
a murderer and a thief! What was there left to live 
for? How could life ever be bright again? This 
was worse than death,—sin always is. 

And then came the great change, more wonderful 
than alchemy, which turned David's bitterness into 
joy so great that he had to sing and shout. David's 
peace and righteousness and power had been de- 
stroyed by his awful sin; they were gone; they ‘* were 
not.” But God ‘‘calleth the things that are not, as 
though they were "—and they spring into being. 

Now have the 32nd Psalm read, verse by verse in 
class, and help bring out such points as the following: 


Verse 1.—There is a wonderful joy and exhilaration in 
** making up ’’ (Ridgway, third paragraph). 

Verse 2.—‘‘ Imputeth not iniquity’? means to cancel or 
wipe out, as in a debt (Beecher, vs. 1-2). 

Verse 2.—‘‘In whose spirit there is no guile ’’ means 
not the life as a whole, or the entire past record, but the 
present spirit or attitude toward God, which is now without 
doubleness or duplicity of purpose, Not sinlessness, but 
singleness of purpose toward God, without which there can 
be no true repentance. - (See Cope, last ‘* Nugget.’’) 

Verse 4.—Drought was the worst misery an Oriental 
could know, and a familiar one (Mackie, second para- 
graph). Moisture vividly explained (Beecher, on vs. 3-4). 

Verse 5.—Forgiveness came instantaneously with re- 
pentance and confession. 

Verse 6.—The margin of verse 6 implies that the time 
to ask forgiveness is instantly after realizing our sin, On 
the other hand, there comes a time when we have so cal- 
loused ourselves that we cannot find God, not because 
he will not listen, but because we do not want to (Beecher, 
on vs. 6-7; Ridgway, fifth paragraph). ‘‘ Great waters”’ re- 
fer to the well-known annual freshets in the East (Beecher, 
on vs. 6 and 7). Nothing can harm the forgiven man who 
stays close to God. 

Verse 7.—To put verse 7b into the language of the 
street, we might say, ‘* God will not deliver you by the skin 
of your teeth, but to the music of a full brass band!’’ 

Verse 8.—Having rescued , he will then teach and guide 
so that future rescue will not even be needed. But he will 
keep his eye lovingly upon us every instant of time. For- 
giveness lays duties on the forgiven (Beecher, on v. 8). 

Verse 9.—The sensible thing to do is to respond to this 
instruction of his, not being like animals that cannot be left 
to themselves. But this is no slander on the horse and 
the mule, if rightly understood (Beecher, on vs. 9-10). 

Verse 10.—None of this good fortune is for the unre- 
pentant wicked; but those who commit themselves to God 
will be literally surrounded with love and blessings. 





Psalm 32. 
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LESSON 4. OCTOBER 25. THE JOY OF FORGIVENESS 


(Read Psa. 51, and Rom. 4, 5.) Commit verses 1,2 
Golden Text: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.—Psalm 32: 1 


1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
Whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man unto whom Jehovah imputeth not 
iniquity A ; ‘ 
And Sabie rit there is no guile. 
3 Sa I kept : wee ey ony wee away 
rough m fori t > 
4 For day and night thy band was iy ime me: 
My moisture was changed *as with the drought of the 
summer. [Selah 


5 Se ee ae 
And mine iniquity did I not hide : 


I said, I will confess my transgressions unto jehovah ; 
And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
6 For this let every one that is godly pray unto thee ®in a 
time when thou mayest be found : 
Surely when the great waters overflow they shall not reach 
unto him. 
7 Thou art my hiding-place ; thou wilt preserve me from 
trouble ; 
‘Thou wilt compass me about with songs of dolivavanes, | 


| we instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou 
t : 


I will abaessl thee with mine eye upon thee. 
9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no 
understanding ; 
Whose trappings must be bit and bridle to hold them in, 
* Else they will.not come near unto thee. 
10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked ; 
But he that trusteth in Jehovah, lovingkindness shall com- 
pass him about. 
11 Be in sag on and rejoice, ye righteous ; 
And shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart. 
1 Heb. roaring. * Or, tnto the *% Or, in the time of finding out sin 
*Or, That thay outta’ sot near heats 
<% 


Teaching Nuggets 


By Henry F. Cope 
Many a sick life is due to secret sins. 
Somewhere back of all suffering lies some sin. 
You can never cover your sins by hiding them. 


No mancan lift up his heart who lets his life run 
dows. ; RIN) JUL enw 4 


Mulishness is often mistaken for maniliness,—by 
the mulish. 


Many people mistake trembling before the rod for 
repentance. 


When our lusts get a check-rein on us we usually 
boast of our stiff backbones. 


There are too many asking forgiveness for the 
sins they continue to fondle. 


CHICAGO. 








Verse 11.—Now let loose your happiness and love for 
God ; shout aloud about it. 


So forgiveness, God’s forgiveness, is the wonder- 
ful thing thatis greater than impossible alchemy. By 
the way, we can get a hint from chemistry, not al- 
chemy, of what his forgiveness does. (Here show the 
class the chemical object- lesson that Mr. Foster de- 
scribes this week.) The forgiveness comes to us 
through the red blood of Jesus Christ, shed for us. 

No one in this class has ever sinned as David 
did. But every one of ushassinned. And every sin, 
little or big, meansdeath. (Quote Romans 6: 23 a, and 
St. Augustine’s motto, as given in Sanders’ second 
paragraph). So you and I need the same forgiveness 
that David needed; and we may have it whenever we 
ask for it in honest sorrow for our sin and honest pur- 
pose to break with sin forever. 

Some one in class may ask, Why is it nota 
thing to sin so that we may experience the wonder- 
ful joy of being forgiven? or, Why is it not safe to sin, 
if we know that we may be forgiven? If the age-old 
question is raised, answer it as Paul did, by having 
studied beforehand his answer in Romans 6: 1, 2, 14, 
16-18, 23, or better still, study the whole chapter. It 
is a perilous thing to presume on God's forgiveness. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 

(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson-articles in this issue.) 

ffow to pray for forgiveness is shown in one of the other 
passages recommended for this lesson,—Psalm 51. Sur- 
render, not ceremony, is what God wants. 

‘* Thy hand was heavy ;’’ the use of hands and body to 
add expressiveness to thought in the East (Mackie, 1). 

The music of heathen lands is minor (Pierson, 4). 

David’s great sin does not mean that David was not a 
great man of God ; an unanswerable proof (Ridgway, 2). 

The sharp and universal criticism of David’s sin is a 
tribute to his character (Gordon, 1, 2). 

Sin has an awful on-going influence ; its deadly work is 
not stopped by forgiveness (Gordon, last two paragraphs). 





Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


HIS psalm is parallel to the fifty-first psalm. It 
T is quite generally ed as having been com- 
posed by David at a time when he was looking 
back upon his great sin and his repentance. This 
would give it a date a little later than the events of 
the last three lessons, say about ro4o B.C. (989 B.C. 
Assyrian). The psalm perfectly fits this situation, 
but it equally fits-millions of other situations in hu- 
man experience. In any case it has a universal 
character as a presentation of certain vital truths; 
and it is perhaps as well to look at it from a simply 
universal point of view. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Title.—Of David: The meaning probably is that 
David wrote the psalm, though other interpretations 
are possible.—Maschi/: This note is in the titles of 
thirteen psalms (for example, 42, 44, 45). Scholars 
do not agree as tothe meaning. Perhaps it marks 
the psalm as one to be sung by trained singers. 

Verses 1-2.—The theme.—/Forgiven: Mechani- 
cally, ‘‘ the man who is lifted of transgression "—who 
has his burden of transgression lifted off from him, 
perhaps (comp. v. 5 and Psa. 85 : 2).—Covered: So 
as to be put out of sight. A different word, however, 
from the one commonly translated ‘ atone.”—/m- 
puteth not: Does not charge it up in the account; 
cancels it, as an item already settled.. Expressions 
like these are vivid and true, but they may become 
misleading if we ignore the figurative element. 

Verses 3-4.— When I kept stlence : There has been 
a time when this person was self-righteous. He re- 
fused to acknowledge his wrong-doing, preferred to 
brave itout. The plan did not work well.—Motsture : 
Freshness, juiciness. His life had been like the fresh- 
ness of early summer. Under remorse for uncon- 
fessed sin it came to be like the parched condition in 
the late summer. 

Verse 5.—He has found a better way, that of con- 
fessing his sin to Jehovah, and accepting forgiveness. 
Note the ‘‘Selah” after this verse, omitted by a 
printer’s error in some copies of the American Re. 
vision. 

Verses 6-7.—For this: In view of the facts that 
have been stated—the angs of unconfessed sin, and 

ehovah’s readiness to forgive the penitent.—God/y : 

his word is often translated ‘‘saint.” It is reall 
untranslatable. It denotes a person as characteristi- 
—- the recipient of Jehovah's lovingkindness. — 
When thou mayest be found: For variant transla- 
tions see the margins of Bibles. Literally, ‘‘at a 
time of finding,” at a time when discoveries are made. 
Neither the subject nor the object of the verb is ex- 
pressed, and the range of possible interpretations is 
very wide. Assuming that the person who prays is 
the subject, occasions for prayer arise when he makes 
discoyeries concerning God, concerning the world, 
concerning himself, oe his sins, his dangers, 
his opportunities.—Surely when the great waters, 
etc.: Mechanically, ‘‘only at an overflowing of great 
waters”; even when the discovery that one makes is 
that he is nowhere else than in the midst of the hor- 
tible freshet. Even in that case he who prays, secure 
in Jehovah’s loving kindness, is out of the reach of 
harm.—-Zhou art my hiding-place: The singer him- 
self is such a person, and has this glad experience. 

Verse 8.—Jehovah’s response to the person whom 
he has forgiven. He is not to stop short with the 
blessedness of being forgiven, but to receive help for 
the duties that devolve upon a forgiven person. —/n- 
struct: The word denotes training that results in 
skill and expertness.—7Z¢ach: The word denotes 
divine revelation. 

Verses: 9-10.—Be ye not: The song now becomes 
homiletical, with its practical application to all 
readers.—As a horse or as a mule which: By intro- 
ducing the definite article and the commas our English 
versions create the implication that horses and mules 
generally are characterized by senselessness and 
stubbornness. This slander on domestic animals is 
not in the Hebrew. In the matter of obedience we 
are to avoid the example, not of horses and mules, 
but of indocile horses and mules.—EZ/se they. will 
not come near: Why supply ‘‘else” or ‘‘that”? If 
we supply nothing, we have here two familiar traits 
of a vicious horse. He has to be severely restrained 
by the reins, and he will not come when he is wanted. 

hen an animal trustingly obeys the superior in. 
telligence of a man, he sets us a good example for 
trusting obedience to the infinitely superior intelli- 
gence of God. 


Auburn, N. Y. 
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Forgiven, But— 


By S. D. Gordon 


HERE was a horrible smear on David's opined 
career. It stands out in its horrid filth 
of the contrast with his own life before and 
afterward. If he had not been such a good man 
this blot would not stand out so ugly. 

But this has crept into the common literature of our 
race as a by-word. A good man’s bad break stands 
out more sharply because of the contrast with the 
run of his life. The very commonness of the criti- 
cism of this double sin David's tells how good a 
man he was. The good man is under greater obliga- 
tion to guard against the possible lapse or slip. 

David's sin wasn’t a sudden outbreak, though it 
looks like it. No bad sin ever is. The worse the 
sin, the bigger the hidden roots, The germ of this 
disease was in David's blood long before it broke out 
in this malignant running ulcer. The stain of im- 
purity, of polygamy, was in his family life. Of 
course David's Bible forbade that, but he did as 
others did rather than as it said. 

‘That was a bad difference. But— be careful there 
about blaming David; how do your fuller copy of 
the Bible and your life square up together ? ere 
may be as ugly an outbreak of some sort now, in the 
nest-stage, down inside of you. Better get down 
there at once and strangle it. And you'll find that 
« tougher job than you think. 

The story of this psalm begins with verse 3 (3, 4), 
when David's awakened conscience gets to work. 
The gutting fire of sin burned within without any 
let-up. The sharp biting of the brood of scorpions 
he had been nesting was tem grape J horrible, and 
wouldn’t quit. Sin’s road back is an awful one. 

‘Then came the confession (v. 5). That was hard. 
His former life made it harder. It seemed impossi- 
ble ever to look his fellows in the face again. The 
shame of his conduct seemed unbearable. But as 
quickly as he confessed, the inner change came. He 
breathed more freely. He could look up into God’s 
face again, and by and by out into men’s faces again. 

It was the awfulness of his sin that now gives such 
emphasis to the blessedness of forgiveness. Verses 
1 and 2 fairly burst out of his lips here. The horrible 
nightmare he had been suffering is gone. And in 
ecstasy he shouts, ‘‘ Oh, the blessednesses of the for- 
given man."" The bubbling up blessednesses lie in 
the thoroughness of what God does with the sinning 
man. 

First of all, the awful break away from the right 
road is wiped clean off the slate. It no longer ap- 
pears against him. Only confessed sin can be wi 
off of the slate. Then works upon the man 
himself. The ugly gap made in him by the sin is 
filled up; like nature flushing fresh blood into the 
wounded part of the body to make new flesh and re- 
pair the damage. And then the climax is reached in 
a heart made pure; that is taking the man into God's 
own inner chamber for a close look (Matt. 5 : 8). The 
thoroughness of God’s handling of the man a/ter- 
wards suggests how thorough should be our hand- 
ling of sin d¢forehand, when it tries to force our door ; 
that’s our time to act. 

Then David eagerly wants to help others who had 
yielded to temptation (v. 6); and there were plenty of 
them. The king’s conduct had thickened the crowd 
in the sin-road. Now he would use his influence to 
pull them over into this new road. The forgiven 
man is under special obligation to win others. His 
sin has hurt them, too. 

Now the song in his heart breaks out again (v. 7). 
He’s discovered that God is a Loew lace. If he 
had only been in hiding there that evil day when the 
whole trouble began! If he had been singing God's 
my oe then, things would have been different. But 

e is learning for future days. He will need to re- 
member; sin yielded to makes a man weaker. 

God does more than forgive; heeteaches (vs. 8, 9). 
Good impulses are not vageam f they must be trained 
into intelligent purposes and hardened into iron pur- 
poses. But the Teacher needs to hold the scholar’s 
eye. If David had kept his eye on God’s that bad 
day, he wouldn’t have been snared by what he saw. 
And the teacher needs a wi?//ing scholar. David had 
been mulish that day and for a good while after- 
wards. Most of us can easily understand about that. 

The tail-end of the story of this psalm mustn't be 
forgotten. The man was forgiven, but the sin went on 
its riotous way in his family andinthe nation. There 
is serious danger in our day of acertain ¢lib easiness 
in listening to this psalm of forgiveness. A mean, 
sneaking, but persistent under-thought pushes in if it 
can: ‘*Suppose you do something bad like this,—you 
can be forgiven. God is loving; you can get it fixed 
up afterwards and sing with the saints, like David 
here. Some good church white-wash will cover up 
the black spot.” Those words aren’t spoken out,— 
just half-whispered in cowardly quiet; better if 
spoken out that their devilishness might stand out. 

Mark keenly that the man may be blessedly for- 
given, but—dz/, the sin he loosened out can never be 
caught and chained up. Even while David is sing- 
ing his psalm, his double-headed sin is still running 
amuck through his family and through the nation. 
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The trail of blood that won’t stop, and the cry of 
bitter weeping of tears that won't dry, meet 
es and ears on every page to the end of David's 


lite and beyond 


Nantucket, Mass, 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the . 
Anglo-American Scagbogution in Beyrout p 


B Bee’ hand was heavy upon me (v. 4). ‘The'speech 


of the East is rich in figure, and is accompanied © 


with a great deal of facial expression and dra- 
matic movement of the limbs. he hand is con- 
stantly referred to as the emblem of activity and 
service. To be referred to as having a long hand is 
an imputation of dishonesty; to have a green hand 
means skill in gardening; to be the owner of a soft 
hand is to live in luxury. As united to the forearm, 
the short hand, the strong hand, and the hea 
hand indicate weakness, authority, and severity wit 
that attachment of personal will without which laws 
and constitutions have little meaning in the. East. 
The bodily accompaniment is so much a part of the 
mental act that, since the world was made, no Ori- 
ental has ever —— in prayer with his hands 
behind his back. e is always startled and shocked 
whenever he sees such a thing attempted, as to 
him such self-sufficiency expects neither to give nor 
to receive, and he thinks that where the liturgical 
instinct is so undeveloped there can be little sense of 
the divine presence and majesty. 

As with the drcught of the summer (v. 4). The 
Palestine year consists practically of two seasons,— 
the period from October to the end of April, when 
rain falls frequently; and the rest of the year, in which 
a shower is of rare occurrence. During this latter 
time all verdure gradually disappears except where 
there is running water or artificial irrigation. In 
anticipation of this all the energy of plant life is de- 
voted to the task of storing up in leaf, stem, and bulb 
the food that is needed to survive this period of strain. 
The Syrian sheep has in its tail a large accumulation 
of fat on which it can draw when its food consists of 
dry thistles and thorny shrubs. As the summer ad- 
vances the shepherds move upwards towafd the 
higher ridges of the Lebanon, The partridge pre- 
sents a puzzle, as it passes the summer in the wilder- 
ness, often so many miles away from any water. The 
only moisture left to keep. vegetation alive over, the 
land is from the evaporation brought by the sea-breeze 
during the day and deposited as dew in the cool still- 
ness of the summer night. The deadness of the soul 
when sin is cherished and conflict is prolonged with 
the patient indwelling Presence ‘is compared to the 
march and majesty of a great natural law which must 
run its course without intermission until it ends in 
** showers of blessing.” 


BeyroutT, Syria, 
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A Secret Worth Telling 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


66 H, SAHIB,” said a Hindoo to Dr. Jacob Cham- 
berlain, ‘‘can you tell us how to get rid of 
the burden of sin? I have made long, weary 

pilgrimages to the sacred shrines of our gods, some- 

times crawling all the way in the dust like a worm; 

I have dyer all my money to the temples; I have 

repeated a thousand times, without resting, the 

sages from our sacred books; but the burden is here 
on my heart. Can you tell me how to get rid of it?” 

This is the problem before men of every tribe: and 
nation. There is no need of argument to prove to 
earnest, thoughtful men and women in heathen lands 
that they are sinners and need forgiveness and cleans- 


ing. 

Tne African, as he makes his offering to the fetish, 
is seeking to soften the anger of the spirit that he 
may escape the penalty of evil deeds. he Hindoo, 
lying on a bed of spikes, or swinging head downward 
over a fire of coals, or buried up to his neck in the 
earth, the masses who bathe in the sacred rivers and 
drink the foul waters of holy pools, are trying to 
escape from the burden and penalty of sin. ‘rhe 
Muhammadan as he wends his way over the hot 
Arabian sands under the burning rays of the tropical 
sun in his pilgrimage to Mecca, as he marches around 
the sacred Kaaba and kisses the Black Stone, is only 
attempting to make sure of his salvation from sin. 

But how useless are these efforts the heathen them- 
selves bear witness. There is no power or joy in 
their religions—no sense of forgiveness and security. 
Even their music is all in the minor key, expressive 
of sadness rather than happiness. They are out of 
harmony with God; they cannot have true music. 

‘* What medicine do you give these Christians to 
make their faces shine so?” asked the Africans of 
the missionaries in Uganda. 

Brooktyn, N.Y. 
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|. most dramatic way. 
life in his hands 
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; _ The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


of David's sin. It 
is the scoffer’s nest-egg. he infidel’s choicest 
morsel. Men who know nothing else in the 
Bible know that. It is God's intention they shall. 
It is the one great purpose of God his enemies do not 
try to thwart. A great war of David is dismissed 
with a verse ortwo. This great sin of David »ccu- 
pies chapters. To rivet the attention it is put in the 
The fearless sage taking his 
His innocent little .. The 
king’s explosion. The outstretched arm and quiver- 
ing finger,-‘‘thou art the man” (2 Sam. 11; 12: 1-25). 
Who has not read it? But if you and I had been writ- 
mg the book, we would never have told it. 
. Listen! The Pennsylvania Railroad, by common 
consent, is the greatest and most 
the world. Yet that did not prevent them, on ac- 
count of human frailty, from having a tremendous 
wreck in the lower end of town the other day. It 
was right there I found out the Pennsylvania was 
indeed a great and a model railroad, by the way it 
cleared up that wreck. Nobody but a fool would 
scoff at the road and call it a failure for having a 
wreck when they repaired it so quickly and well, 


Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven 
(v. 1). Who doesn’t know the joyous thrill of ‘* kissin 
and making up”? Squire Newoak was a little ol 
Englishman with whom I had some dealings. We did 
not hit it very well. He was exasperating, and I got 
mad and said things. Yes, right before all the clerks, 
and I one of the most active church men in town. ‘‘ Nice 
Christian he is!” the boys must have said, as boilin 
with anger I bounced out of the bank. I cooled o 
outdoors and wilted in mortification. The next Sun- 
day was communion, and I knew the Squire would 
be there. I was waiting for him in the church yard. 
** Squire,” said I, ‘‘I want to apologize without terms 
and ask your forgiveness. I haven’t a word to say. 
Here’s my hand.” ‘‘ William, don’t say a word, don’t 
say a word—it is very ’andsome in you, very ‘and- 
some,” stammered the Squire. And there we two 
men stood before the wondering crowd, hand in hand, 
with tears of joy running down our cheeks. I have 
never been a better Christian than at that moment. 
Ever after, the Squire and I, mere acquaintances, 
were dearest of friends. This is exactly the way it 
will be with God and you when you go to him and 
confess and ‘‘ make up” (Luke 15 : 7). 


“Mine iniquity did I not hide (v.'5). When aman 
has hidden sin he doesn’t have to die to know hell. 
David knew all about it, and he is telling you how to 
escape the agony. Edmund Vance Cooke has writ- 
ten a little poem I have taken the liberty to parody: 


Do you tackle that sin which has come your way 
With a resolute heart and cheerful, 
Or hide it away from the light of day 
To sting you and make your life fearful ? 
Oh, your sin weighs a ton, or your sin weighs an ounce, 
Your sin is whatever you make it. 
It isn’t the fact you are sinful that counts, 
But only where will you take it? 


perfect railroad in 


Sin beats you to earth? Well, well, what is that? 
Come up with a smiling face ; 

It’s common since Adam to fall down flat, 
But to lie there, that’s the disgrace. 

The harder you’re thrown, the higher you’ll bounce, 
There’s nothing ’twixt you and the sky. 

It isn’t the fact Satan’s thrown you that counts, 
Just look to the Saviour on high. 


‘* Beginning to sink, he cried, ‘Lord, save me!’ 
And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand and 


‘caught him” (Matt. 14 : 30, 31). 


In atime when thou mayest be found (v. 6). Is 
there, then, a time when God and forgiveness cannot 
be found? Here is what the Old and New Testa- 
ments say: Proverbs 1: 28; Luke 13 : 24-28. Some 
men seem to have lost all touch with God. ‘ This 
preaching business is all foolishness,” they cry (1 Cor. 
a? 18). **I can’t imagine what a smart man can see 
in religion,” they sneer. A woman who stood with 
the great artist Turner looking at one of his splendid 
landscapes exclaimed: ‘‘I never see such marvelous 
colors as these outdoors.” ‘‘ Madame,” quietly replied 
the artist, ‘‘don’t you wish you could.” hile the 
heart remains’tender is the time God may be found— 
and not otherwise. 


Many sorrows shail be to the wicked (v. Ww). 
Every wicked man is a miserable man. Who ever 
saw a happy wicked man? God says they are like 
the sea in their unrest (Isa. 57 : 20, 21). Look around 
you and see for yourself. When they have wealth, 
they are more inevidence. Nosettled home. Always 
on the fly. No active interest in any of the good 
things of the world, like churches, hospitals, libraries, 
philanthropies. Sin and misery are as inseparable 
as goodness and happiness. When you take on sin, 
misery will drive. David knew all about it from ex- 
perience. So do thousands and thousands who read 
this, Why not step at once from misery'to happiness 
by taking God’s sure cure? Hereit is: Isaiah 55: 7. 





“LESSON FOR OCTOBER 25 (Psa. 32) 


The Hlustration Round-Table 


All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department. 
anecdotal 


One dollar is offered for 
be used, and two dollars for best 


Mlustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons. ; Do 
not contribute without sending for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the Times, free, upon request. 


The Miracle Worked by Forgiveness—Golden Text 


LESSED is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered (Golden Text). A younger 
son in a family had done a noc wrong. It 

was the first blot on the family . The oldest 
son was a man of high moral integrity. He was told 
-of the family di , and the question was asked, 

| * What ‘wedo?” Mastering the tempest within 
himself, he said, ‘‘We must stand by the boy, and 
show the world that we have not cast him aside.” 
To-day that younger brother, with his wife and chil- 
dren, 1s an earnest, loving follower of Christ and a 
worker in his vineyard.—Mrs. Charles W. Pepper, 
Baltimore, Md. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. 


Costly Forgiveness—v. 5. 
lacknowledged my sin; ... and thou forgavest 
(v. 5). Acollier came to me at the close of one of my 
services, and said: ‘‘I would give anything to believe 
that God would forgive my sins, but I cannot be- 
lieve that he will forgive them if I just turn to him. 
It is too cheap.” I looked at him, and said, ‘‘ My 
dear friend, have you been working to-day?” ‘* Yes, 
I was down in the pit as usual.” ‘‘ How did you get 
. out of the pit?” ‘* The way I usually do. I got into 
the cage, and was pulled to the top.” ‘‘How much 
did you pay to come out of the pit?” ‘‘Pay? Of 
course, I didn’t pay anything.” ‘* Were you not afraid 
to trust yourself in that cage? Was it not too cheap?” 
‘*Oh, no,” he said, ‘‘it was cheap for me, but it cost 
the company a lot of money to sink that shaft.” And 
without another word the truth of that admission 
broke upon him, and he saw if he could have salvation 
without money and without price, it had cost the 
infinite God a great price to sink that shaft and res- 
cue lost men.— Margaret Meredith, Princeton, 
N. J. Campbell Morgan, in The British Weekly. 


A Great Criminal’s Confession—-v. 5. 


I acknowledged my sin (v. 5). Perhaps no con- 
fession in recent years has so astonished our country 
as the acknowledgement by Harry Orchard that he 
had taken the life, not only of Governor Steunenberg, 
but also of many more who opposed the Western 
Federation of Miners. In summing up the case, 
Judge Wood said: ‘‘I am more than satisfied that 
the defendant now at the bar of this court awaiting 
final sentence has not only acted in good faith in 
making the disclosures that he did, but has also tes- 
tified to the whole truth.” The conversion that 
brought about that confession was a modern miracle 
of divine grace. A copy of God’s Word, handed 
Orchard in eu when fleeing from justice, aroused 
his conscience. aving received forgiveness ‘rom 
a merciful God, he told the story of his awful deeds 
with apparent indifference to man’s sentence. His 
voice broke only once, and that was when the prose- 
cutor referred to David’s murder of Uriah, when he 
replied, ‘‘ But he confessed his sin, and. God merci- 
fully forgave him.”— Zhe Rev. C. Scovel, 
Newark, N. Y. 


Safety at the Center—v. 7. 

Thou ari my oon eee thou wilt preserve me 
Srom trouble (v. 7). ears ago, one of our fleets 
was terribly shattered by a violent gale. It was 
found that some of the ships were unaffected by its 
violence. ‘They were in what the mariners call ** the 
eye of the storm” ; that is, its center. While all 
around was desolation, they were safe. He whose 
life is hid with Christin God is likewise safe.— Ne //ie 
Armiger, Baltimore, Md. From The C. E. World. 


Not Blackballed Here—v. 11. 


Be glad in Jehovah, and rejoice (v. 11). D. L. 
Moody told of a sailor who made up his mind he would 
lead a different life. When he got to New York 
he thought he would join the Odd Fellows; he im- 
agined that would be a way to begin. He ap- 
seer to a lodge for admission; but the committee 
ound that he was a drinking man, and they black- 
balled him. Then he thought he would try the Free 
Masons; they discovered what sort of a man he was, 
and they, too, blackballed him. One day, walking 
along Fulton Street, he received an invitation to come 
to the daily prayer-meeting. There he received 
Christ into his heart, and found the peace and power 
he wanted. Some days after, he told his story in 
the meeting,—how the Odd Fellows had blackballed 
him, how the Freemasons had blackballed him, and 
how he came to the Lord Jesus Christ, who had not 
blackballed him, but took him: right in—W. R. 
Clark, Newchurch, Manchester, Eng. 


The Ongoing Disaster of Sin 

Men, women, and children, boarded the trolley-car 
to hasten to their day’s occupation. After atime the 
car ran unsteadily, slid feebly along the rails, finall 
stopped. When the connection was restored, it 
again sped along its way; but the detay had cost 


lesson illustration that can 
used each week. 
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_ something. Business men missed boat and train. 


Important agements were broken. David was 
aman who did valiant service for God, but all his 
strength came from above. The divine current 
flowed on unceasingly for him, but David lost con- 
nection with it. He sinned and was helpless, hope- 
less. He repented, and the union was re-established. 
But the consequence of his failure affected many lives. 
ne C. M. Snow, Takoma Park, Washington, 


Forgetting the Quarrel 
The noble Greeks, when they won a victory, erected 
a monument of wood so that the monument might 


soon rot and perish, and the a the quarrel . 


with their neighbors be forgotten. is is the spirit 
to emulate and foster,—the spirit of concession and 
pacification. — Z£. S. Holloway, Hartford, Conn. 
From W. L. Watkinson, 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank thee 
that the burden of sin need not be ours to bear. If it were not 
for thy forgiveness, how could we sustain the remembrance of 
our wrong-doing? We thank thee that thou dost even forget 
our misdeeds in thy tance of true tance. And since 
thou dost forgive and forget, we pray that the sense of for- 
giveness may be so real to us, its joy so abiding, that we too 
may indeed forget the dark doings of the wilful, sinful passions 
of the past in our lives. But may we never forget the ever- 
present need of thy strength to keep to-day’s record free from 
shame. May we not get comfortably used to the ups and 
downs of fall ng into sin and rising from it, but may we be so 
stirred with a God-given discontent that we shall come to hate 
with a ruthless hatred the low levels, and fight our way steadily 
up to the higher levels of daily living. Amen. 


After the Lesson 


A man was climbing a steep mountainside. There 
was a good trail, but a terrific winter’s gale had borne 
the forest to the nd as if a giant hand had brushed 
the trees flat with one sweeping stroke. The man 
kept on. He lost the path. His way to the top of 
the ridge lay through the tops of huge, prostrate 
spruces, under upturned roots, over splintered logs, 
and through a smothering crush of underbrush. But 
he kept on. After hours of struggle the obstacles 
were fewer. He was higher on the mountainside. 
He could see more sky. nd presently as he pushed 
his way through the edge of the forest, he found him- 
self walking easily,.and with a thrill of conquest, be- 
side the shore of a quiet lake shining inthe sun. A 


“great burden was gone. 


Have you been up that hill when sin was the 
tangled forest, and. your feet were caught in the 
wreck? Have you known the joy of getting rid of 
the hindering sense of confusion and darkness and 
difficulty ? ave you stepped out of the wild and 
broken forest into the clearing by the lake? It is 
waiting there in the sunlight for every one of us— 
God’s orgiveness, God’s clear light of peace in the 
sense of sin put far behind us. ill you let him lead 

ou to that joyful place, —let him take away the 
urden of sin? 

Let me put the whole beautiful unburdening story 
here: 





MY SIN 


GIVEN 

~ -E()R sorten 
EVER 
REJOICE ! 











And that wou/d give cause for joy, wouldn't it! 
Let us bow our heads humbly, hopefully, gladly, in 
prayer. . 


Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


‘* Lord, in this thy mercy’s day.”’ Psalm 51 : 1-6. 
‘“*’lake me, O my Father, take me.”’ (69 : 1-5. 108 : 1-3.) 
“Through the night of doubt and p.4j,, 32 : 1-6. 


sorrow.” 4 
**O Thou that hear’st when sinners (4421-3. 66: 1-3.) 

cry.” Psalm 190 : 1-5. 
**Gently, Lord, O gently lead us.”’ (192 : 1-5. 280: 1-5.) 
“Who trusts in God, a strong Psalm as : 4-8. 


abode.”’ ; } 
“He leadeth me: O blessed (33 :6-g, 5% : 1-4.) 
. thought."’ Psalm 103 : 1-6. 
**I need Thee every hour.”’ (146 : 1-3. 207 : 1-3.) 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Monday.—Psalm 32. . ... .. . . The joy of forgiveness 
‘Tuesday.—Isa. 57 : 139-2 .. 2.2 Trouble of the wicked 
Wednesday.—Gal.6:1-8 ....... Sowing and reaping 
‘Thursday.—Joel 2:12-I9 . .... .. +. Hope for penitent 
Pesdny.*-FRee BE ohn 0 is 6 6 6 bic tee A penitent's prayer 
Saturday.—Luke 18 : 9-14 . . 2. ee ee Plea for mercy 


Sunday —Psalm 103 : 1-18 . 2 22 ew ee eee Forgiveness 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
The Joy of Confession and Reconciliation 


I, Tue GENERAL PREPARATION (Psa. 32). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


HIS psalm is the second of the seven ‘‘ peniten- 
tial” psalms. A very large proportion of com- 
mentators on the psalter regard its language as 

oe on the lips of David after his two great 
sins of adultery and murder. It does not reflect 
**the bitterness of soul felt by the newly-awakened 
conscience, nor the contrite anguish of the spirit over- 
whelmed with self-reproach at the thought of heinous 
sin” (Davison). These experiences have passed long 
since, and = is basking in the clear sun- 
shine of assu forgiveness. 

St. Augustine is said to have often read this psalm 
‘‘ with weeping heart and eyes,” and before his death 
he had it written on the wall which was over against 
his sick-bed, that he might be comforted by it. His 
own words, ‘*‘ fy me prima est ut le noris 

eccatorem” (**The beginning of knowledge is to 
now thyself to be a sinner”), would well serve as 
the motto of the psalm. 

The psalm begins by describing the blessedness of 
forgiveness, when the guilty one comes to realize 
that the burden of sin has been removed, its enormit 
hidden from view, its existence no longer reckoned. 
One who has sincerely repented can see eye to eye 
with God, 

Once he tossed in agony, maintaining silence re- 
garding his sin, but conscious of God’s humbling 
touch. Unwilling to confess, he wasted away, like a 
brook dried up by summer’s heat, 

Then he recognized and faced the truth; he made 
full confession and received the unreserved forgive- 
ness of God, ever gracious and ready to pardon. 
This is a lesson to all God's children. Let them pray 
with confidence, for their prayers will assuredly be 
heard. God guards his own and fills their lives with 
gladness. ; 

God meets men more than halfway in times of 
need. He assures them Of his kindly and gentle 
care. With his words of counsel and his watchful 
eye every one can go safely and render unconstrained 
service, unlike that of beasts of burden. 

Those who resist God’s friendship and discipline 

must sometimes undergo chastisement, but songs 
= always in the heart of those who trust him and 
obey. 
This beautiful psalm may be interpreted collect- 
ively as well as individually. It is appropriate as a 
psalm to be sung by the united church. But it mar- 
velously well expresses the stages of human experi- 
ence, both bitter and joyful, which ensue after men 
have sinned. It recalls the fundamental fact. that 
God never fails to respond to their call, and to act as 
their friend and helper. Men need not be left alone 
to struggle with evil tendencies; such as do this are 
their own worst foes. 





II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bearing 
on the current lessous will be mailed by The Sunday School Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 


For an effective paraphrase of this psalm see Mc- 
Fadyen, ‘‘ Messages of the Psalmists” PP. 193-195, 
198-199). Kirkpatrick’s notes in the Cambridge Bible 
and those of Davison in the New-Century are each 
helpful. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 
(This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion, the 

themes in which adults will be int ted. It is i ded to afford 

hints for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 


The Theme of the Psalm. What central experience 
does the psalm describe? Does it refer predomi- 
nantly to the individual or to God? ; 

The Joy of Forgiveness. What is the secret of 
this joy in the mind of the psalmist ? Would the joy 
be prover or less if there had been no sense of 

uilt ? 
” The Conditions of Forgiveness. What conditions 
must be fulfilled before forgiveness can be expected ? 
(comp. Prov. 28 : 13.) 

Jehovah's Guidance of Men. May we think of 
such divine guidance as affecting all details of life ? 

Is this Psalm David's? If the heading, which is 
not an original part of the psalm, were omitted, 
would it seem to fit David’s actual case? 





IV. For Home Stupy on Next WeEeExk’s LEsson. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 

1. What was the first cause of Absalom’s rebellion ? 
2. Why did it become a failure? 3. What group of 
rarely loyal followers of David did it disclose ? 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, ToPpEKA, KANSAS. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Margaret E. Sangster 


ET the teacher provide each of the girls with a 
pencil and a sheet of paper. Ask them to draw 
a perpendicular line from the top of the sheet 
to the bottom. ‘Then after they have read the psalm 
over, verse about, ask them to write on one side of 
the line all the words that mean departure from God. 
They will write sin, iniquity, transgression, guile, 
wickedness, and under those they may write one 
word to show what comes after sin as a consequence; 
looking into the lesson they will see that the person 
who realizes that he has offended God suffers agony. 
He is like one who is caught in a flood and in danger 
of drowning. Under this may be written the way of 
escape, and here the words will be confession, prayer, 
and trust in God. ° 
On the other side of the line may now be written 
the contrasting words,—imputeth not, in which there 
is a reference to a debt that is canceled, forgiveness, 
finding God, mercy, deliverance, gladness, ‘The girls 
may look for two phrases that describe the righteous 
man,—one near the beginning of the lesson is, ‘‘in 
whose spirit there is no guile.”” ‘The other, at the end, 
is ‘upright in heart.” . a 
There is a great contrast in this lesson, and I think 
the teacher might tell the girls the story of the prod- 
igal son who had lost everything in the far country, 


and was reduced to beggary and famine, yet when - 
' he arose and went to his father, humbled and peni- : 


tent, he was fully forgiven, the best robe was put on 
him, there was music and feasting. His father saw 
him a long way off, and went out to meet him. ‘This 
is God’s way of eprom, 5 sinners. Besides forgiv- 

y the hand, and says, ‘I 


. will instruct thee and counsel thee with mine eye 


- line is what. God requires. 


: upon thee,” 


It will interest the class to note the delicate shades 
of ‘meaning in the words used ‘to describe departure 
from:God. Sin means a crooked line. The straight 
Transgression is wander- 
ing out of the right path. Iniquity means sin as a 
habit, sin preferred to righteousness. Wickedness 
has a thought of craft and deceit, of wrong done on 

urpose and persisted in to the hurt of others. All 
orms of sin our Father forgives, if we repent and 
confess and turn to him; and after this our whole 


: lives are full of song and gladness. 


’ Home Work for the Girls on Next Week's Lesson 
'» g, In what way did Absalom try to undermine his- 


‘father, the king ? 2. What was his object? 3. What 


. 


request did-he make of David? 4. What was his real 
errand to Hebron? 5. Did Absalom deceive the men 
who accompanied him from Jerusalem? 6. Why was 
this conspiracy peculiarly mean ? 
Gen Rives, N. J. 
& 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


T IS a great lesson to secure, first of all in class, 
a clear definition of ‘‘sin.” Not a dictionary 
definition; that will be glibly given. But a defi- 

nition in terms of our living; and not, again, in terms 
of adult life, but in terms of boy life. What is sin ? 
After the question is really answered, by present-day 
illustrations, then we may study our lesson intelli- 
ently. 
° Mri Pierson’s article gives material to show the uni- 
versality of the sense of sin ; it is well to see that 
others, in distant places, feel as we do aboutit. It 
adds interest at this point to discover how differently 
various people try to bo out the record of their sin. 

But see: ‘* Blessed is he whose transgression is for- 

iven, whose sin is covered.” Then there 7s a way 

y which we may blot out the record of our sin. How 

did David bring it about? Verse 5 tells us, 

Here’s a man, made in the image of God; doesn’t 
remind you much of what God intended him to be, 
though. He’s all scarred up with sin. It’s left its 
ugly marks upon him. But God can restore him 
until he shows forth the likeness of his maker again. 

Here's a silver coin. When it came from the mint 
it was bright and clean; but it’s been in contact with 
something that has blackened it and made it ugly. 
rn cure for it? Yes, we can remove the stain, and 
make it bright as it was before. 


For the experiment, take a tarnished silver coin. A 
bright silver coin will become tarnished in continued con- 
tact with rubber bands, or with sulphur matches, or other 
articles with sulphur in them. Dissolve as much potassium 
cyanide as may be piled on two quarter dollars in about a 
tablespoonful of cold water, and add a few drops of red ink 
to color it. When the coin is left in this solution for a little 
while, the tarnish will disappear. Familiarize yourself with 
the experiment before doing it in class. Caution: Potas- 
sium cyanide is a dangerous poison. Be sure to remove the 
crystals and any solution which you use toa place beyond the 
reach of others who do not recognize its poisonous character. 


Yes, there is forgiveness for sin; and happy 
(blessed) is the man whose sin is forgiven. But it 


- felt bétter, went to work an 
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comes by way of confession, and faith in Jesus, Our 
Saviour died for us, to be sure; but that will not save 
us from sin, There is a step we must take. There 
was the coin and there was the liquid, and the liquid 
had power to take away the stain. But the coin re- 


. mained stained until it just trusted itself to the 


liquid. 

ellows, we have sinned, you and 1; but we may be 
forgiven aud be happy. But before that must be con- 
fession of our sin to God, and that will mean faith in 
God and a determination not to sin again. 
among the ‘ blessed” folks. 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Where did Absalom place himself to wait for the 
people coming into the city? 
win the hearts of the people? 3. What permission 


Let’s get 


’ 
did Absalom seek of his father ? 4. What message 


did Absalom send throughout the land? 5. What 
counsellor did he send for ? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
4 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HERE were ten words in Charlie's spelling les- 
son, He had studied hard, and thought he 
_knew them perfectly, but at lesson-time he 

missed one, and felt so badly that he cried. When 
the teacher promised to help him make it right, he 
learned it so well that 
he never missed that word again. 

All Jewish boys had ten rules to learn, which we 
call the Ten Commandments. They taught the peo- 
ple how to live. I am sure that David could repeat 


them perfectly when a boy. and that he tried to keep 
them, too. hey were like guide-posts to show the 
right way. We know some of them, too: ‘*‘ Remem- 


ber the sabbath day, to keep it holy;” ‘‘ Honor th 
father and thy mother,” etc. David loved the Lord, 
who gave these commands, and tried to please him; 
but one time, after he became king, he made a dread- 
ful mistake, and did something very wrong. Before 
we talk about it, I want you to tell me some of the 
good, brave things which he had done. (Recall from 
the pictures or texts his care of the —s the victory 
over Goliath, his playing on the harp for Saul, and 
how he twice spared Saul’s life, his friendship for 
Jonathan, how he brought the ark to Jerusalem and 
wrote a praise-song of thanksgiving, how much he 
wanted to build ahouse for God, how kind he was to 
Jonathan's son, °* “~ 

David had become a great king; he had won many 
victories; he had a:beautiful palace and fine clothes. 
One day he saw a beautiful woman, and sent for her 
to come to his palace to be his wife. She had a hus- 
band who had gone to the war.. David knew that 
one of the commandments said ‘‘ Thou shalt not covet 
Nad wish for] thy neighbor’s wife,” and that he had 

roken that rule. : 

God sent David’s friend, the prophet Nathan, to 
prove to him what a wrong he haddone. Nathan 
told him this story. (Tell it briefly: chap. 12: 1-6.) 
No wonder he said to Nathan, ‘‘I have sinned against 
the Lord” (12 : 13), and Nathan answered that the 
Lord was ready to forgive (write Forgive) if he was 
really sorry. avid wrote a wonderful prayer-song, 
or psalm (51), in which he said he was sorry, and asked 
God to forgive him and make him , just as we 
pray sometimes. He couldn’t be happy again until 

e knew that God had forgiven him. 

You know we pray, ‘‘ Forgive us, as we forgive.” 
God knew all the gzod that David had done, and he 
wanted to help him again, though he was so grieved 
that he had sinned. David had forgiven Saul when 
he hated him and tried to take his life, and God was 
ready to forgive because David was so sorry. 

Once again David’s heart was made glad and full 
of joy, because he knew what it meant to be forgiven 
(write Forgiven). He wrote another song, or psalm, 
of thanksgiving, about the joy of forgiveness (compare 
with the lesson title on the picture-roll, and quote a 
few selections from Psalm 32: ‘‘ Blessed is he whose 
transgressions [or sin] is forgiven;” also v. 5, part of 
6, and allof 11. It is the spirit of the lesson, rather 
than the abstract text, which should be emphasized. 

The children had been playing on the beach and 
got to fussing. Frederick acted so naughty that his 
mother said, ‘‘ Go up to our cottage and stay by your- 
self until mother comes.” Frederick didn't like .to 
very well, but he had learned to obey and went. It 
seemed a long time before mother came, so he thought 
a good deal and wished he had done right. When 
mother came, she didn’t scold, but only said, ‘‘ Mother’s 
so sorry,” and Frederick said, ‘‘ I’m sorry, too, and I 
want to be good.” Then mother said, ‘‘ I’m glad of 
that.” They kissed each other, and both felt glad. 


Frederick knew that mother had forgiven him, be- | 


cause she didn’t say any more about his naughtiness. 
He had leartied the joy of forgiveness. Close with: 
‘¢ Let my sins be all forgiven, 
Bless the friends I love so well; 
Take me, when I die, to heaven, 
There. in joy with thee to dwell.”’ 
Peoria, Itt.-.* ° 


2. How did Absalom ° 
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Alternating every other week with Marion Lawrance, General Sec- 
retary of the International Sunday School Association, who answers 
questions on the general work in pessegaee: other specialists 
will answer queries in their fields fol! : 


The Adult Bible Class: W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the Inter- 
national Adult Department. 


Primary Problems: Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes. 
Tem Teaching : Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, of the Interna- 
tional Teapennes Department. 


The Home Department: Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 

Parents’ Problems: Patterson Du Hois. e 

Questions from readers to any of these writers should be addressed 
in care of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 


Ask Marion Lawrance! 


AUSTIN, ‘T'EX.—Where can I secure Sunday-school secre- 
tary’s record book, such as is ‘in use in your own Sunday- 
school, as indicated in your book, ‘‘How to Conduct a 
Sunday-School"’ ?—R. F. K. . 

This record book has passed out of my hands en- 
tirely, but it can be secured of The World Sunday 
Company, Detroit, Michigan, or 

robably may be had also of sup- 

y- 


SEATTLE, WASH.— Will you kindly advise me regarding 
maps for the study of the Sunday-school lesson? What maps 
are necessary, and where can they be secured? ‘The class is 
composed of young ee and we want some wall-maps for 
our classroom.—K. G. 

All denominational publishing houses and inde- 
pendent supply houses have meee H. C. Tunison, 
Chicago, Illinois, makes a specialty of maps, and his 
plan of selling them is square and reliable. There 
are sets of small maps for class use available now 
which are very good indeed. The Powell light and 
shade relief map of Palestine, published by The Sun- 
day School Times Co., is useful for class purposes, 
and sells for 25 cents. 


Toledo, Ohio. - It 
ply houses gene 


I would like to organize my boys (a class of fifteen—ages 
from thirteen to twenty). We are a small school in the coun- 
try. Could you give me some advice? I fear I am not re- 
sourceful enough to keep the boys together. Where could I 
get a model constitution? also, is there anything I could get to 

elp in keeping the organization a/ive after it is started, for I 
would rather not start than to start and let it die? I would 
like a book, if there is one, to give instruction as to entertain- 


-ments, meetings, efc., and how to make them interesting for 
's : 


young men.—J. R. 


Send to the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion's office, 806 Hartford Building, Chicago, for their 
leaflet on organized classes. A copy will be fur- 
nished to you free. It gives a model constitution 
and many other suggestions in regard to organiza- 
tion. You are making a great mistake, however, if 
you organize a class with scholars in it ranging in 
age from thirteen to twenty. Those under sixteen 
years of age should be in the intermediate, and all 
above that in the young men’s or adult department, 
You would do well to make this change before pro- 
ceeding any further, There are a number of books 
such as you’ask about giving helpful suggestions in 
regard to entertainments. You might secure the 
book entitled ‘‘ Eighty “Pleasant Evenings,” pub- 
lished by The Christian Endeavor World. I would 
also subscribe to some magazine on adult work. 
They may be had of the various publishing houses. 





WINSTON-SALEM, N. C.—What is your definition of a 
-school library ? I hold that the books must be suit- 
able for Sunday reading, and from an experience of years I 
find that there are such books,—books that are uplifting and 
interesting, too. I find that many Sunday-schools either have 
no libraries, or have books that are not suitable for Sunday 
reading. ‘This matter is important as a part of the great effort 
being made for a truer observance of the Sabbath. As libra- 
rian of a large Sunday-school where the books are used, I am 
deeply interested in this matter.—LIBRARIAN. 

I assume that the library referred to is one for the 
scholars rather than one for the workers. The books 
in a Sunday-school library of this sort should be 
clean, forceful, elevating, and interesting. They 
cannot have these four qualities without being help- 
ful to character. Such books as these are to 
read on any day, and Sunday, too; and only such 
books should be putin aSunday-schoollibrary. Only 
the reading of the right kind of books should be en- 
couraged, and any book that is — and profitable 
to read on a week-day is proper and profitable toread . 
on a Sunday, provided the reading of it does not 
prevent one from doing other things that should be 
done on that day. It 18 a mistake to suppose that 
good solid books like history and the like cannot be 
made moral in their tone and uplifting in their char- 
acter. It is a mistake also to suppose that Sunday- 
school children will not read oak books. It is like- 
wise a mistake to exclude from a Sunday-school 
library any books that have the four qualities given 
above simply because they have life, virility, and 
humor. The more we can cultivate the habit of in- 
telligent reading of good books, whether strictly re- 
ligious or not, the better service we are rendering to 
our Suniday-school scholars. 
































LESSON FOR OCTOBER 25 (Psa. 32) 








With the New Books | 


The Mature Man’s Difficulties with 
His Bible.—The earlier book of Dr. Faunce, 
A Young Man’s Difficulties with His Bible, 
has proved most admirable, and the present 
book is still better. The author is to a rea- 
sonable degree familiar with the views set 
forth in the current critical theories. The 
advocates of those theories have no reason 
to find fault with him except, perhaps, for the 
fact-that he differs with them in opinion. 
But he insists that the Scriptures are genu- 





inely and uniquely a revelation from God, ' 


that ‘‘ biblical history is not the history of 
man’s opinions of God, but of God’s historic 
revelations of ‘himself’? (p. 113). He -mag- 
nifies the fact of Christ as an ever-living per- 
son, and magnifies the argument from our 
experience of having personal relations. with 
him (p. 136), but not at the cost of harmful 
concessions as. to the historical truthfulness 
of the Bible. As a piece of Christian apolo- 
getic, the book is exceptionally strong and 
well-devised and readable, and its argument 
is both unanswerable and convincing. ( Zhe 
Mature Man’s Difficulties with His Bible. 
By D. W. Faunce, D.D. American Baptist 
Publication Society. 75 cents, net, postpaid. ) 


A Young Man’s Life.—It was not a 
great life, either in extent or in achievement, 
but it was great inpurpose. John Lawrence 
‘Thurston lived to attain less than the age of 
his Master, and his active ministry in the 
field of his choice was but one short year, 
and yet he left his impress upon the world, 
not because of great ability, but because of 
his earnest purpose to do his Lord’s will. 
His life should appeal to young men, not 
because of unique adventures or remarkable 
characteristics, but because it shows how an 
ordinary boy, brought up in a New England 
village, going to school and college and sem- 
inary, may achieve success where many, with 
great talents and prolonged life, miserably 
fail. Perhaps the most ‘interesting portions 
of this memorial are the estimates of Thurs- 
ton written by those who knew him most in- 
timately in his school, college; and seminary 
life ; in the Yale Mission Band work, aiid jn: 
the Yale Mission in China. They give the 
view of the man as his friends saw him in in- 
teresting contrast to the man’s view of him- 
self. Thurston says: ‘‘I see how many 
chances I have lost, and how weak my life 
here has been.’? One who knew him at 
Auburn at the same time says: ‘‘ Larry’s 
influence upon the seminary was spiritual 
rather than intellectual, intensely practical 
rather than theoretical. The seminary will 
be conscious of the results of his throbbing 
life long after his name is forgotten, May 
God send more such!’’ Similar testimony 
comes from school and college, from those 
who campaigned with him, and who saw him 
on the mission-field. To all who knew him 
Thurston was a youth with a burning desire 
to serve God. (A Life With a Purpose: A 
memorial of John Lawrence Thurston. By 
Henry B. Wright. Revell. $1.50, net.) 


Psychical Research and the Resur- 
rection.—Spiritualism is a testimony against 
those who think the human spirit can con- 
tent itself with the world we have and see, 
regardless of relations to the unseen, It is, 
as Emerson said of Unitarianism, ‘‘ A poor 
pretense in itself, but of value asa criticism ”’ 
upon some other views of life. Professor 
Hyslop is the most outstanding representative 
of the theory that we can come into commu- 
nication with the dead through certain spe- 
cial and abnormal personalities called me- 
diums. His book gathers up some of the 
threads of discussion left incomplete in three 
earlier volumes, and outlines his view of the 
Christian doctrine of resurrection. Profes- 
sor Hyslop has a more difficult task than 
had the earlier defenders of mediumship. 
What has been ascertained as to the power 
of mind to communicate with mind without 
sound or sign, among the living, and what 
has been conjectured as to double personal- 
ity, turns much of the earlier evidence out of 
court. Some would say, all of it. Professor 
Hyslop cannot be said to pursue his in- 
quiries with a due regard to the former. He 
offers his readers many facts in evidence, 
which can be explained by the relation of 
the medium’s mind to that of himself or some 
other person present. Nor are his results 
very encouraging to those who would give a 
religious value to spiritualism. He seems to 
regard the ‘‘ communications from the spirit 
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world’’ as resulting from the contact of 
minds virtually asleep in that world with 
minds in the same condition in this. Knowl- 
edge gained after that fashion is hardly satis- 
fing. and furnishes no basis for his criticism 
of Christian doctrine, or the explanation of 
our Lord’s appearance to his disciples as 
cases of hallucination. One must reject tes- 
timony much more explicit and positive on 
that head than he offers of any fact as to me- 
diumship,—to say nothing of the tremendous 
certainty produced in the minds of the disci- 
ples, on which they risked and often lost 
their lives. (Psychical Research and the 
Resurrection, By James H, Hyslop, Ph.D., 
LL.D. Boston: Small, Maynard, & Co. 
$1.50, net.) 





| Children at Home 





A Queer Orphans’ Home 
By Hilda Richmond 


ILLY old Speckle came proudly to the 
house one morning in late September 
with twelve downy little balls, and the 

children were delighted. 

‘*Mama! mama! look at these beautiful 
little chicks !”’ they screamed. ‘*Speckle’s 
got a whole lot of new chicks !”’ 

But mama did not look very happy when 
she saw them. 

**You foolish old Speckle!*’ she said. 
**Don’t you know that: very soon cold 
weather will come, and. your babies’ toes will 
be pinched by the frost. I’m astonished at 

‘ou.”” 

5 But Speckle said, ‘* Cluck, cluck!’’ in.a 
way that sounded just like, ‘* Look ! Look!”’ 
to the children, and proudly scratched out a 
tiny worm from the neglected flower-bed. 
**Look! Look!” she said again, showing 
them a few seeds left on the straggling vines, 
and then led her babies out into the sunshine, 
for the air was very cool. ‘ 

** Will they all freeze?’’ asked the chil- 
dren sadly, 


Owen. ‘*The coop is not warm enough for 
such tiny little things, and Speckle: can’t 
keep them warm all the time.’’ 

And that very night a terrible thing hap- 
pened. Some thief stole Speckle right out 
of her coop, leaving the twelve babies to peep 
and shiver till daylight, when the. children 
discovered the loss. The back gate was open, 
and two other hens were gone, so there was 
no doubt that*a thief had been there, The 
orphans were consoled with an old feather- 
duster, and the nicest, fattest worms the 
children could find, together with bread- 
— soaked in milk that mama prepared 

or their breakfast ; but still they were very 
forlorn. A feather-duster doesn’t say a word; 
nor can it cuddle the chicks and keep order 
and keep them from running ‘away, so the 
poor little things missed Speckle very much. 

‘*What you going to do with those 
chicks? ’’ asked the man who came to buy 
some apples. ‘* They'll freeze here. I'll 
tell you what I’ll do. I'll take them home 
and put them in my greenhouse to catch the 
bugs and eat up the insects. It’s nice and 
warm there, and when they get big enough, 
you can get them again. Your papa has 
done many things for me, and I’ll be glad to 
help raise the orphans.’’ 

So the chicks went to the nice warm house, 
where they could bask in the sunshine and 
find their own bugs on the pretty plants. At 
night they huddled near the hot-water pipe 
under the old duster, and soon grew so large 
that they could sleep by themselves any- 
where. 

**Isn’t this a queer orphans’ home?” 
said Fanny one day as'she and Ned went to 
the greenhouse to see how the chicks were 
getting along. ‘‘It has no beds and no 
tables for the children, but they are all doing 
very well.’’ 

Ned and Fanny never heard what became 
of poor Speckle, but her children grew to be 
so big and saucy that they had to leave the 
orphans’ home because they ate the tomatoes 
and picked holes in the cucumbers instead 
of sticking to the bugs and worms. ‘They 
are fat and lusty, and really look better than 
the children brought up at home with the 
fussy old hens; so you see it was a good 
home for them, even if Fanny did think it 





queer. 
KENTON, OHIO. 
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‘I -am afraid they will,’ ‘said’ Mrs.{ “ 
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This banner tells the Golden 
Jubilee Standard of achieve- 
ment for 1909, the fiftieth 
anniversary of The Sunday 
School Times. Every one on 
the staff of the paper is work- 
ing to uphold that standard. 
Will you help us make 1909 
the banner year in the paper’s 
history by doing everything 
you can to make your school a 
Golden Jubilee Standard- 
bearer? Speak a hearty word 
just now to the teacher or offi- 
cer who doesn’t yet take the 
paper. Ask him to join the 


Every Worker 


In Our Sunday School 
Receiving 


Bhe Sunday School Gines 


Every Week 











OTN 


school club. Your club-or- 
ganizer will welcome prompt 
additions. Encourage him in 
every way in his earnest efforts 
to increase the club to the full 
number of workers—teachers 
and_ offiters—in the school. 
Get the last one. And if the 
club already includes these, 
“don’t you think the Adult 
Bible Class and the Home 
Department members ought to 
have the benefit of The Sunday 
School Times? Will you help 
your school to be one of the 
Jubilee Standard-bearers ? 


One of the oldest foundations of The Sunday School 
Times, and one that is only strengthened by the wear of the 
years, is the friendly, hearty, and self-sacrificing co-operation of 


its readers. 


No paper has ever been more blessed in this, No 


paper can rely more confidently upon that same spirit in rising 


to the dawn of a Jubilee Year. 


So the Golden Jubilee 


Standard is lifted in sober, and yet highly expectant, earnest- 


ness because you are working with us to uphold it. 


And we 


want to show our gratitude by making The Sunday School 
Times—your paper—more useful in your work and life than 
even you have ever thought it could be. 


Every school attaining the Jubilee Standard by January 1, 1909, will re- 
ceive from us a welcome and worth-while ‘‘Robert Raikes Recognition.’’ 
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Business Openings — 
In the West 


There are almost countless openings at the present 
time for men with limited capital in the new towns 
along the new line to the Pacific Coast in the 
Dakotas, Montana, Idaho, and Washington. 

The persons who locate in this new country to ehgage 
in commercial! or other lines while the development 
is in its infancy, will be the well-to-do people of the 
future in this land of unlimited possibilities. 
Thousands of enterprising persons have. already 
taken advantage of the opportunities offered, and 
have located in the hew country along the PACIFIC 
COAST EXTENSION of the 


Chicago 


Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway 


This new line is already completed as far west as 


Butte, Montana. Within 


the next year the entire 


line will be completed and in operation to Seattle 


and Tacoma, Washington. 


Investigate the openings. 


It will pay you. Low 


fares October 20 and November 3 and 17. - $25 
round trip from Chicago to Lemmon, S. D., Het- 
tinger, Bowman, and Marmarth, N. D., and Mildred, 
Montana. $30 round ‘trip from Chicago to Mussel- 
shell, Roundup, Lavina, Harlowton, Moore, and 
Lewistown, Montana. Low fares from other points. 


Descriptive Literature Free 


F. A. MILLER 
General Passenger Agent 
CHICAGO 


GEO. J. LINCOLN 
Commercial Agent 
818 Chestnut St., PHILADELPHIA 











Tye Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, October 10, 1908 


Entered at the Post-officegat Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter.” 





Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘hese rates include povenges 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate weieiioms or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 
$1.00 One copy, or any number of 
Ad copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly yah oop 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will heclibaed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free, upon application. 

THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, ‘Pa. 








‘Classified Advertising 











Financial 


A RSOLUTELY SAFE 6% BONDS. We sell strict! 
safe Oklahoma school, county municipal, an 
street.improvement bonds. We pay 4% on: deposits. 
Guaranteed by state laws of © oma. “Capital, 
$200,000. Write for Bond Circular A 15. 

Oxtanoma Trust Co., MuskoGgss, Oxia. 





1X PER CENT guaranteed investment secured by 
S 
$2,000,000.00 assets. Over million dollars 
investors during past 12 years. Write for book- 


id 
Ret. New York Realty Owners Co., Suite 500, 489 
Fifth Avenue, New York. 





Pictures 


TY BEAUTIFUL COLORED TISSOT PIC- 

TURES and complete list of 240 subjects (120 
Old Testament and 120 New Testament) will be sent 
for five cents in stamps. The Sunday School ‘limes 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Agents Wanted 


AGENTS make $103.50 per month selling wonderful 

self-sharpening patented scissors and cutlery. 
V.C. Giebnet sold 22 pairs in 3 hours ; $23; you 
can doit. We show you how. Free outfit. omas 
Manufacturing Co., 84 Home Building, Daytop, Ohio. 


Motion Picture Machines 


MOTION Picture Machines, Film Views, Magic Lan- 











terns, Slides, and similar Wonders For Sale. Cata- J 


logue Free. We also Buy Magic Machines. Films, 
Slides, etc. Harbach & Co., 809 Filbert St., Phila., Pa. 


Sankey’s Story 


«“ MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF THE GOS- 

PEL HYMNS” is the title of Ira D. Sankey’s 
wonderfully interesting k of autobiographical 
reminiscences. 410 pages. 24 illustrations: Beauti- 
fully bound. Price, §r. postpaid. The Sunday 
School Times Co., ro3t Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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METHODS TO IMPROVE 





The Work of the Class-Button 


sp HAT does the class-button 
: do?’’? A teacher of boys asked 

himself this question more out of 
curiosity than anything else one day, and 
then decided to start a series of investigations. 
His class had. their buttons, and every Sun- 
day the scholars wore them conspicuously 
on their coats when they appeared in the 
class-room. But one day he met a scholar 
in the street, and not seeing the button on 
his coat asked, ‘* Where’s your Sunday- 
school class-button, Henry ?’’ 

The boy flushed, turned over his coat collar, 
and showed the button pinned inside. 

‘* Here it is,’’ he replied. 

** You don’t wear it outside any more, I 
see.’’ 

The boy looked confused, and finally stam- 
mered, ‘* The boys make fun of me for wear- 
ing it, and so I pinned it inside.’’ 

‘Two days later another one of his scholars 
was encountered on the street, and, to the 
teacher’s surprise and gratification, he saw 
the class-button worn in plain view on his 
coat, 

‘*I see, James, you carry the class-button 
around through the week,’’ the teacher re- 
marked. ‘‘ But don’t some of the boys at 
school and on the street make fun of you for 
wearing it.’’ 

— looked up, and replied frankly, 
** No, sir; not now. They did at first, but I 
told them it was just as good as the political 
buttons and school-pins they were wearing, 
and if they had wolling to say about it that 

There was a pugnacious expression in the 
little face, and it was quite evident that 
James was a doughty warrior, who was not 
afraid to stand up for hi. rights. 

After that the teach made a quiet but 
insistent investigation of the matter. William 
didn’t wear his button out of the class-room, 


| because he didn’t think much of the matter. 
(George wore his t 
‘| always. When asked for an explanation, he 


art of the time, but not 


answered, ‘* The boys ask too many ques- 
tions about it, and I got tired of telling 
them.”’ 

Worthington wore his all the time. 

**] brought one scholar in the class by it,’’ 
he said. ‘I told him he could get one like 
it if he attended the Sunday-school. So he 
said he’d come along. I guess he’s proud 
of it.” 

Two or three of the others were indiffer- 
ent about it. They always had the buttons 
in their pockets, but didn’t always wear 
them. These reports set the teacher to 
thinking. It seemed to him that the wearing 
of the Sunday-school class- button was a 
silent indication of the character of the differ- 
ent boys. One was afraid fun would be 
poked at him, and so he hid his badge ; an- 
other was willing to fight all. comers for the 
principles which .the class-button stood for ; 
a third was indifferent and neglectful, some- 
times ready to wear it, but more often for- 
getting all aboutit; but the fourth appreciated 
the emblem, and sought to make use of it, 
and theréby gained scholars. One Sunday, 
after thinkifig the matter over carefully, the 
teacher made this announcement : 

**T do not. want any boy ef the class to 
wear his button against his will, but it seems 
to me that if all wear it in plain sight during 
the week-days, as wéll as on Sundays, it 
would help to distinguish him. I hope no 
boy is ashamed of being called a member of 
a Sunday-school. If so, he is really not en- 
titled to the button. I do-not wish you to 
use it to-make yourselves conspicuous, .or to 
flaunt it in the face of other boys; but it 
should be worn as.a sign of class-spirit and 
of loyalty to your school, You should be 
just as proud of it as you will be later of your 
college pin and emblem. It represents 
something which is dear to all of us. It is 
the sign that you belong to a large army of 
loyal Sunday-school scholars, and no boy 
may be ashamed of that. If others ask you 
what it means, and why you wear it, tell 
them, and then invite them around to join 
you. Let them come out of curiosity at first, 
and in time we may induce them to join. If 
all of the class wear the buttons, you will 
represent a little band of invincibles, one 
helping the other, and all standing for one 








glorious cause. For every new member you 
can induce to wear the button, there is sure 
to be some reward for you. I can't give it 
to you, nor the Sunday-school, but you will 
receive it. If it is only a conscience which 
tells you that you have done your duty, the 
reward is ample. Now, boys, do you not think 
that the button, like yotr Christianity, should 
be worn in plain sight every day as well as 
Sunday ?”’ ¥ 

There was no dissenting voice, and there- 
after the button became a more powerful in- 
centive to class-spirit and class earnestness. 
—G. £. W., New York City. 
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Interesting Business Men 


HE Sunday-school is a wide-open door 
through.which we can frequently reach 
the busiest of business men, The presi- 

dent of a chain of twenty large manufacturing 

lants recently gave me ten minutes to tell 
im how to reach his office men for his Bible 
class. At the expiration of my time he 
called in the vice-president and manager, 
and asked me to talk on, In two hours’ 
time I outlined a plan by which, through 
several Baraca classes, he could bring his 
entire working force of several thousand 
people under the influence of the Sunday- 
school. I looked with amazement as his 
work .piled up on his desk for those two 
hours. 

Another thing I have observed. A busy 
man will reluctantly listen to the story of the 
Baraca Bible class until he learns that many 
classes have over two hundred members, 
that the movement has a national member- 
ship of 300,000, and that it is hoped to make 
this a round million, The larger the propo- 
sition the more he seems to throw himself 
into the work. Ask him, as an officer of 
the church, for a Baraca or Philathea class- 
room for fifty members, and he is listless ; 
but mention that the room must held 300 
chairs,. and. that one. having 5090. woutd be 
better, and you are apt to gain his closest 
attention. Business men are tired of small 
things in church work, and the larger the 
proposition the quicker they respond with 
their time and money. 

God has called many successful business 








Life’s Road 
Smoothed by Change of Food 


Worry is a big load tocarry, and an un- 
necessary one. When accompanied by 
indigéstion it certainly is cause for the 
blues. ; 

But the whole trouble may be easily 
thrown off and life’s road be made easy 
and comfortable by proper eating and 
the cultivation of good cheer. Hear what 
a Troy woman says : 

‘« Two years ago I made the acquaint- 
ance of Grape-Nuts and have used tie 
food once a day, and sometimes twice, 
ever since, 

‘“*At the time I began to use it life 
was a burden. I was for years afflicted 
with bilious sick headache, caused by 
indigestion, and nothing seemed to re- 
lieve me. 

‘* The trouble became so severe I had 
to leave my work for days at a time. 

‘*My ‘nerves were in such a state I 
could not sleep, and the doctor said I was 
on the verge of nervous prostration. I 
saw an adv. concerning Grape-Nuts, and 
bought a package for trial. 

‘* What Grape-Nuts has done for me 
is certainly marvelous. I can now slee 
like a child, am entirely free from the ol 
trouble, and have not had a headache in 
over a year. I feel like a new person. 
I have recommended it to others. One 
man I knew ate nothing but Grape-Nuts 
while working on the ice all-winter, and 
said he never felt better in his life.” 

‘* There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time tp time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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men into his work, and more are coming. 
The rescue missions in some of the great 
cities are largely or fully paid for and per- 
sonally conducted by successful men who 
have ceased to save dollars and are devoting 
themselves to saving men. In one state a 
very successful man has closed his: office- 
door and will devote his life to ‘* getting one 
million more students, boys and girls, in the 
Sunday-schools of his state,’’ of which he is 
one of the state officers. The largest Sun- 
day-school in one of our t cities has 
i foo members, and is in charge of such a 
man of God. 

No wonder business men are interested in 
the possibilities of work for the young when 
there are, in nearly every town, scores and 
hundreds who are just waiting to give them- 
selves to Christ. During a recent tour of 
Texas, in company with W. N. Wiggins, 
President of the Texas Sunday Sunday Asso- 
ciation, the leader of a meeting in Austin, 
Texas, gave an invitation to all members of 
the Philathea and Baraca classes not yet 
Christians, who would then decide for Christ, 
to come and greet Mr. Wiggins and my- 
self. To our surprise a score came forward, 
saying by this that as for them they would 
serve the Lord. At San Marco, Texas, 
seventeen consecrated their lives to God, 
even if it were to go to the foreign field. 
Two young men were converted, and many 
made a full surrender, At San Antonio one 
hundred said they would decide for Christ. 
These manifestations in our Bible class work 
tell us that not only should Bible study be 
our aim, but that every Baraca and Philathea 
class should be an evangelistic center, and 
that thousands can be won for Christ in these 
classes.—M. A. Hudson, Syracuse, N. Y. 


» 
Why Some Teachers Fail 


NE of the saddest persons I ever met 
"’ Wasa’ lady who ‘said to me, ‘*T'am 

“* the: daughter of a- minister,-I- am: a 
graduate of Wellesley College, I -have taught 
in Sunday-school ever since I was’ ‘fifteen 
years old, and yet,‘to the best of my-knowl- 
edge, I have nevér led’ a single soul to 
Christ.”’ 

‘*I thought that every one of your boys 
became Christians last Sunday.’’ 

‘* That is true, but I had nothing to do 
with it, and that is what is breaking my 
heart.”’ 

As I talked with her farther, she admitted 
that there was something lacking in herself. 
I agreed with her thoroughly, and so I 
waited for the Lord to show her what was 
lacking, meantime praying that God would 
guide her into the light. In a few weeks 
she sent a message to me saying that she 
was now ready to devote her life to the work 
of winning souls to Christ, and that she was 
willing to live in the slums, or wherever she 
could serve God most effectively. 

Some people fail through lack of courage. 
The secretary of a Young Men’s Christian 
Association told me that he had to let the 
new men lounge about the place for about a 
year before it was safe to line them up and 
say anything to them about the Christian life. 
What a moral hero that man must be! I 
wouldn’t have him for a janitor. 

With others it is a lack of faith. 

They believe that the gospel is the power 
of God unto salvation, but they have no con- 
fidence that God will save anybody through 
their use of it. I was spending a Sunday 
with a certain church, and was asked to ad- 
dress the Sunday-school. At the close of 
the service a dozen or more accepted Christ. 
About ten days later one of the deacons came 
to see me. He said that the teachers’ -meet- 
ing was held at his house the week after I 
was there, and he had charge of it. 

He said to them, ‘‘I have been doing 
some thinking this week. You know we 
have worked along here for two or three 
years without seeing any definite results. We 
have come to the conclusion fhat this is a 
hard town to move, and that our school is 
peculiar. In fact we have blamed almost 
every one except ourselves because we 
haven’t seen the results that we hoped to 
see from our labors. You noticed what hap- 
pened last Sunday. We had a man_ here 
who was an entire stranger. He gave a 


THAT CLASS OF YOURS 


simple, quiet little talk, and you saw what 
happened in our school, in our peculiar 
school. Brethren, I have made up my mind 
that the fault is not with the school, nor with 
the town, The fault is with us. We have 
beaten the bushes a little, and we have 
h that the birds would come out and 
| on our shoulders, but we have not had 
faith to go in and pick them off the bushes. 


studying this lesson, it would be better for 
us to kneel down and pray.’’ 

They did so, and when they arose from 
their knees they n to plan. They de- 
cided that they would hold a similar service 
the next Sunday themselves. As a result 
they had more conversions, and found so 
much interest prevailing that they decided to 
hold a series of gospel meetings, which 
brought a great blessing, not only to that 
church and Sunday-school, but to others as 
well, 

Some Christians fail because they are out 
of touch with God. 

As in the case of the young lady men- 
tioned, there is a consciousness of something 
wrong in the life which must be set right 
before any one can become an open channel 
for the communication of God’s grace. In 
sending out a circular letter to teachers 
some years ago, I received several confes- 
sions like this: ‘* We are not living so that 
we can talk to our boys and girls about 
Christ. Won’t you pray for us that we may 
live so that our testimony shall have some 
weight.’’ 

This, after all, is the heart of the whole 
matter. If our life is consistent, and our 
communion with God unbroken, .a single 
word may weigh a ton, because all thé 
power of the Holy Ghost is behind it. 

I know a pastor who had a teacher in. his 
Sunday-school who failed so completely as 4 
teacher that the superintendent had to ask 
her to give it up. _She consented, and. en; 
tered. a Bible class as a.pupil. .Soon she 
came to the superintendent, and asked if sh 
might teach class ptovided she found th 
material for it outside the school. [na littld 
while her. class grew so large that it had tq 
be divided. Still it grew, and again and 
again it had to be divided. One by one shé 
brought to the. pastor’s study to confess 
Christ and unite with the church between 
fifty and sixty of her scholars. 

When questioned afterward about her 
success, and reminded of her failure in the 
first class, she said, ‘* That first class was my 
class ; it was taught in my own strength, and 
with my own methods. The second class 
#was Christ’s class. When a new girl came 
in I gave her back to Christ as a mother 
might her babe, and I held her thére in the 
arms of Christ, and let him guide and teach 
her.’’ 

The same pastor had another teacher who 
for eight years at every communion brought 
some one from her class to unite with the 
churth, When we live in such close and 
conscious fellowship with the Master that all 
we say and do is done as his representative, 
it is easy for him to pour his grace through 
us as an open channel, But when we live a 
divided life, when we call Christ ‘* Master,’’ 
with our lips, and crucify him again and 
again upon the cross of our own Convenience, 
we may as well take a vacation for a few 
weeks, until we decide, once and forever, 
whose we are, and whom we are to serve.— 
The Rev. H. W. Pope, superintendent of 
Men, Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Ill. 


% 


it’s a great book,’’ is the judgment of 
teachers who have seen a copy of ** Training 
the Teacher.”’ And that’s true; great in 
its authors, great in its plan, great in its 
material, great in its simplicity. Getting a 
copy ts like adding four books at once to your 
library—for there are four sections in one 
volume: The Book, Schauffier; The Pupil, 
Lamoreaux; The Teacher, Brumbaugh ; 
The School, Lawrance. The cloth copy will 
be sent for 50 cents, and the paper-covered 
copy for 35 cents. The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 





Brethren and sisters, I think that instead of 





a 


‘© Of all the pictorial Bibles 
I have seen for children, and 
for giving to the children on | 
Children’s Day, this easily © 
stands first.’”’—7Zhe Jnterme- 
diate Sunday School Quarterly, 
April, 1908, 








In this Bible, the pic- 
tures, whatever merit or 
demerit they may have, 
are at least true. 





SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 


35 West 32nd Street, New York 











Do You Know the Story 


Of Marshall A. Hudson and the growth of the Baraca Bible 
Class Movement until 300,000 men are now enrolled? In 


The “How” Book 


just issued, Mr. Hudson tells: How to reach men, how to 
keep men, how to teach men, how to win men, and how it 
has been done. In an introductory chapter Mr. Charles 
Gallaudet Trumbull tells many interesting facts of Mr. Hud- 
son’s life, and how he gave up a successful crockery business 
to give his time to the Bible classes, : 


It’s .a book for adult. Bible. classes,everywhere 
We will mail it for 50 cents, postage prepaid. Strongly 


bound in cloth, THE Sunpay ScHoot Times Company, 
1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 





MEDICAL OPINIONS OF 


BUFEALO LITHIA SPRINGS WATER 


‘* | Prescribe it with the Utmost Confidence in Indigestion Due to 
Chronic Catarrh of the Mucous Membranes.’’ 


Dr. Wm. H. Doughty, Augusta, Ga., Professor of Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics in Medical College .' with the 
of Georgia: **1 prescribe the utmost 
confidence in all forms of Indigestion due to Chronic Catarrn o: tue Mucous 
Membrane, with excess of acid; also in the secondary or symptomatic dyspepsia 
of uterine and renal origin.” 

‘¢In Lithemia I always Advise its Use.’’ 

Dr. Stuart McGuire, Richmond, Va., ape in charge of St. Luke's 
Home, Professor of Principles of Surgery, and of Clinical Surgery, Univer- 
sity College of Medicine, Richmond, Va., etc.: **In cases of foatleche from 
litheemia, of headache from passive congestion of the kidneys, and a host of 
other ills, I al- 
ways advise LITHIA WATER 

‘*A Remedy of Great Potency.’’ 

Louis C. Horn, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Diseases of Children and Der- 
matology in Baltimore Uni- » in my prac- 
versity, writes: ‘ Having-used BUFFALO LitiA WATER tise the past 
eight or nine years, I find it the most pleasant and most reliable solvent in 
Chronic Inflammation of the Bladder and Renal Calculi; also in Gouty and 
Rheumatic conditions. It is a remedy of great potency.”’ 

**+Have Used It with the Most Satisfactory Results.’’ 

Boi Lewis Bosher, Richmond, Va., Professor of Surgery, Medical College 
of Va.: ‘*I have with the most satisfactory 
requently used BUFFALO LITHIA WATER results in all conditions 
where an active diuretic is indicated, and have found it especially serviceable in 
Rheumatic and Gouty Conditions, Albuminuria of Pregnancy, and Catarrh 
of the Bladder.’’ 

Additional testimony on request. 

For sale by the general drug and mineral water trade. 


BUFFALO LITHiA SpRinGs WATER C2 Sprinas. vacua 
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This brilliant man walks up and dewn 
Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 
Arrests attention from afar. 
it lights the beat and goes to shew 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 
housek t’s attention is in- 
a ¥.. by the condition of the 
shelves, t, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. These mark 
mod housekeeping. No matter how 
ne the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach, 


COLLEGE, FRATERNITY 
an> CLASS PINS 


Direct from the manatac- 


Pm vane 8 «9 am af Coleg, 


raternity and’ C mas 
— ‘ree a all ne colors 
ee request to 

intending ers: Many 
igioal désigns. 









































ah pt 
No Gusher 


But Tells Facts About Postum 


‘*We have used Postum for the past 
i writes_a Wisconsin lady, 
\ three times a day. e 
t. 
ral years I could scarcely 

on account of dyspepsia, 
er meals, palpitation, sick 
n fact wasin such misery and 
ed living on hot water and 
y & year. 
uit coffee, the cause of my 
was using hot water, but 
this was not nourishing. 

“" ene of Postum I began drinking 
it and my ailments disappeared, and now 
3 can eat anything I want without trou- 

le. 

**My parents and husband had about 
the same experience. Mother would 
nse on after <_<. while yet drink- 

— My husband was a great 

eodrinker and suffered from indiges- 
tton and headache. 

‘* After hé stopped coffee and began 
Postum both ailments left him.. He will 
not drink anything else now, and we have 
it three times a day. I could write 
more, but am no gusher—only state plain 
facts.” 

Name given by Postum Co., 
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ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason." 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and fullof human 
interest. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, October 25, 1908. 
Foreign Missions: Fidelia Fiske, and 
Missions in Persia (Micah 4: 1-7). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Persia’s founder (Isa. 41 : 1-3). 
‘TUES, —Its unchanging laws (Dan. 6: de 
WED.—A banquet (Esther 1 ; 1-12 
THUksS.—Persia's cruelty (Esther 1 : 13-19). 
FR1.—A beautiful queen (Esther 2 : 5-8), 
SaT.—Daniel’s vision (Dan. 8 : 19-27). 





Battle | 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘* The Road to Well- | 











Give a brief t of jient Persia. 
Tell of Christian schools in Persia to-day. 
Tell of Fidelia Fiske. 


DELIA FISKE looked back over a 

long line of godly ancestors, Her 

grandfather’s great grandfather, Wil- 
liam Fiske, came to America from Suffolk, 
England, in 1637, and settled in Salem. 
Fidelia was born May 1, 1816, in Shelburne, 
Massachusetts, on a mountain farm overlook- 
ing the Connecticut and Deerfield rivers. 


The two outstanding qualities of her girl- 
hood were said to have been thoroughness and 
self-reliance, ‘* However difficult the les- 
son,’’ says her biographer, ‘‘she could not 
rest until she felt sure that she had completely 
mastered it.... Many still remember how 
the promptness, quiet self-possession, and 
invariable accuracy of the delicately-formed 
little girl, in her recitations, awakened an 
approving smile in the spectators ; and how, 
at the public examinations, the hardest ques- 
tions seemed almost as a matter of course 
to fall to her.” She had a strong and inde- 

endent will which needed to learn, and did 
earn, obedience and control. 


In 1831 she joined the Congregational 
Church at Shelburne, and began at once to 
take an active part in Christian work, She 
soon became a teacher in the Sunday-school, 
and there, as well as‘in the day schools, she 
taught with great success. In 1839 she en- 
tered Mount .Holyoke Seminary, and from 
the beginning felt a deep and reverent love 
for Miss Mary Lyon, whose great spirit and 
great character were the dominating influ- 
ences at Mount Holyoke. Immediately upon 
graduation she was appointed a teacher in the 
seminary. 


In 1843 the call came to her to go to Per- 
sia. She had long been interested in mis- 
sions. When shé was three years old her 
uncle, Pliny Fiske, had gone to Syria. In 
1842 Mr. Perkins and Mar Yohannan, the 
Nestorian bishop, from Persia, visited the 
seminary. 
affectingly,’’ she wrote. ‘*In closing, he 
slowly said, ‘ While you go on to improve, 
oh, remember us, so dark! so dark!’ My 
heart responded, ‘ My brother, thy people I 
will remember, and gladly would I be spent 
for their salvation.’’’? The following year she 
volunteered in response to Mr, Perkins’ call, 
writing simply, ‘‘ If counted worthy I should 
be willing to go.”’ 

The family and friends objected, especially 
on the score of her health, but Miss Lyon 
and she overcame their objections, and she 
sailed on March 1, 1843, for Persia, There 
she worked for fifteen years in Urumia and 
all the country round about. She established 
the seminary for girls which bears her name. 
She began and fostered great revivals. She 
was a real mother to the Nestorian nation, 
and to this day her name is spoken with a 
grateful reverence. 

In 1858 she returned to America. Here 
she visited various seminaries for young 
women, and addressed meetings in many 
cities, and gave regular religious instruction 
in Mount Holyoke, and in 1863 was asked 
to become principal of the seminary, She 
was resolved to return, however, and could 
not believe that it was right to stay in Amer- 
ica. But health failed, and on July 26, 1864, 
her work was done, and one of the most 
notable women of her day passed on to the 
higher service. ‘* In the structure and work- 
ing of her whole nature,’’ said Dr. Ander- 
son, the secretary of the American Board, 
**she seemed to me the nearest approach I 
ever saw in man or woman to my ideal of 
our blessed Saviour as he appeared on earth.”’ 





‘*The bishop addressed us most | 


(Lesson for Oct. 25) 
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Scott’s Emulsion 


sold in nearly all the 
countries of the world. 

equals it to build 
the weak and wasted 
of young and old. 


this advertogment, together with 
ees saat et Boeri 


oT 














’t need to suffer fro 


esa Pa SEN 


tion. pay hs. at druguiss oc by mal. 
Co., Philadelphia. 











UNDERWOOD 
STANDARD 
TYPEWRITER 





Known the world over as the Champion 
Speed Machine. Its light, elastic touch, its 
visible-writing feature, and its tabulator, 
make the Underwood a general favorite. 


Underwood Typewriter Co. (Inc.) 
7285 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia 











Oharles G. Trumbull 


editor of Zhe Sunday School Times, says: 
“The more thoughtful Bible student of 
to-day does not feel really safe in study- 
ing a Bible passage unless he works with 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


in hand, It has been the accepted stan- 
dard for The Sunday School Times since 
its first appearance in 1901.” 

If nes gp ee this 
grea r, de ex- 
Siasivery to Bible study 
and research, makes a 
- genes like the above, 

you pet think you 
oats to have The Sante 
ican Standard Bible in 











mI bookueller. for it, and be suve to 
mi Amgrigon Stendory Edition sublished by 
Tore Booklet Sent Free 


We have of The 
anion tareat ecrcarcch paly cont 


ti lowe the send us your name ping AS 














LEADING 


SUNDAY- SCHOOL 


BOOKS 


“UPLIFTED VOICES” 
“WORLD-WIDE HOSANNAS ” 


“HYMNS WE LOVE” 


Edited by Adam Geibel. Magy years of experience 
in the writing of Sunday-school ks places us in the 
front rank as publishers of this yo of music. We 
know of no books better adapted to the. needs of the 
cae oe and Young People’s Meetings a | 
these . woes 224 pages, 

= copy, and sd sling at the low, 35 se 


Gone-per dooms ceaskbanebes. 

2 ein ywhere, Write for our spe- 
s Siotee anu Be oe oie free on request 

ADAM Se MUSIC COMPANY 

1226 Arch Street, Philadelphia 


CIPSY SMITH 


Special Edition of 


HALLOWED comes 


By I. ALLAN SANKEY, son of IRA D. SANKEY 


Responses New Semgs 
Responses JUST PUBLISHED Nevsuccs 
$25 per hundred, 35 cents each by mail. 


Returnable samples mailed to “earnest inquirers.” 
The Bigiow & Main Ce., New York or Chicago 
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9) FLOWERING BULBS FOR| Del 22 


Together with our and a com- 
plete  ,. on the culture of Hardy Bulbs All by mail sock, 
These 30 Bulbs, 6 kinds, 5 of each, different colors, will make 
beautiful ot eg for winter, id my Ry slags 


spring flowers 

Our IMustrated ed Catlogve of Hyacint 
Crocus, Lilies and ee Bulbs, and rare new 
winter-flowering eh to all who apply. 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Floral Park, N. Y¥. 





THE GORDON SCHOOL 


Boston, Mass, Under care Newton Theological In- 
stitute. Offers free to young men and women, all de- 
nominations, two years’ course. faculty. Term 
opens October 14. Address Rev.. W. B. Boggs, Dean. 





DVN. COURSE AT HOME, Write Pres. C. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, la. 
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Invi A 

e etc. xoo in script lettering, 
ao two sets of en- 
velopes, $2.50. 100 Visiting 
Cards, Sto. W 


Write for samples. 
T. Ott Bagraving Co., 1035 Chestaut St., Philadelphia, 














When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunda any School Times. | 





CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
i ada gl Famotcs of all i tae 


LEHEM 
mast cents for Sunday-schools.—Santa Claus at 
Prim’s (and 8 others). Brilliant ~My snappy 
eae and nanos ,»—easy to learn. Price, 28 cents. 


Ree cures 
READY Voice of No. 2, The ex- 
 oige centu t of the greatest 
pores ey tee . fas “as undred. Sead for sample. 


iphia, 1018-20 Arch St. 
WALL- MACK GO, Sx eryisimet Scoee 
The songs we know and ove to sing. 4p vest goapel 


jaaee Reais Skat re 


ayne St., 



















HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of 
Stewart Hartshorn on label. 
Get ‘* improved,’’ no tacks required 

Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 


Fizz, Sparkle, Bubble 
The etevetbonts ane | like soda 


} Siok Headaches 


Disordered § Stemachs 
5Ge. & $1 at dragrists or by mail. 
THE TARRANT CO. 
44 Hudson 8t., New York 
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